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We, the people. of Colorado, with profound reverence for the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe, inorder to form a more independ- 
ent and perfect government; establish justice; insure tranquility ; 
provide for the common defense ; promote the: general welfare and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
crdain and establish this Constitution for the “State of Colorado.” 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I. 
BOUNDARIES, 


The boundaries of the State of Colorado shall be as follows: 
Commencing on the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, where 
the twenty-fifth meridian of longitude west from Washington crosses 
the same; thence north on said meridian to the forty-first parallel 
of north lattitude; thence along said parallel- west to the thirty- 
second meridian of longitude west from Washington ; thence south 
on said meridian to the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude; 
thence along said thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude to the 
place of beginning. 
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“ARTICLE II. 
` BILL OF RIGHTS, 


In order to assert our rights, acknowledge our duties, and pro- 
claim the principles upon which our government is founded, we 
declare : i 

SECTION I. That all political power is vested in and deñved from 
the people; that all government, of right, originates from the peo- 
ple, is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the 
good of the whole. 

Sec. 2. That the people of this State have the sole and exclu- 
sive right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign and inde- 
pendent State ; and to alter and abolish their constitution and form 
of government whenever they may deem it necessary to their safety 
and happiness, provided such change be not repugnant to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Sec, 3. That all persons have certain natural, essential and inal- 
ienable rights, among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying 
and defending their lives and liberties; that of acquiring, possess- 
ing and protecting property ; and of seeking and obtaining their 
safety and happiness. 
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Sec. 4. That the free exercise and enjoyment of religious pro- 
fession and worship, without discrimination, shall forever hereafter 
be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political 
right, privilege or capacity, on account of his opinions concerning 
religion; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not 
be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of- 
licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the good order, 
peace, or safety of the State. No person shall be required to attend 
or support any ministry or place of worship, religious sect, or 
denomination against his consent. Nor shall any preference be 
given by law to any religious denomination or mode of worship. . 

Src. 5. That all elections shall be free and open; and no power, 
civil or military, shall at any time interfere to prevent the free 
exercise of the right of suffrage. i 

Sec. 6. That courts of justice shall be open to every person, and 
a speedy remedy afforded for every injury to person, property, or 
character; and that right and justice should be administered with- 
out sale, denial, or delay. s i f 

Sec. 7. That the people shall be secure in their persons, papers, 
homes and effects from unreasonable searches and seizures; and no 
warrant to search any place or seize any person or thing shall issue 
without describing the place to be searched, or the person or thing 
to be seized, as near as may be, nor without probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or affirmation, reduced to writing. 

Sec. 8. That, until otherwise provided by law, no person shall, 


‘for a felony, be proceeded against criminally, otherwise than by 


indictment, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. 
In all other cases offenses shall be prosecuted criminally by indict- 
ment or information. 

Sec. d. That treason against the State can consist only in levy- 
ing war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort; that no person can be convicted of treason unless on 
the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on his con- 
fession in open court; that no person can be attainted of treason or 
felony by the General Assembly; that no conviction can work cor- 
ruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; that the estates of such 
persons as may destroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in 
cases of natural death. 

Sec. 10. That no law shall be passed impairing the freedom of 
speech; that every person shall be free to speak, write or publish 
whatever he will on any subject, being responsible for all abuse of 
that liberty; and that all suits and prosecutions for libel, the truth 
thereof may be given in evidence, and the jury, under the direction 
of the court, shall determine the law and the fact. 

Sec. 11. That no er post facto law, nor law impairing the obliga- 
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tion of contracts, or retrospective in its operation, or making any 
irrevocable grant of special privileges, franchises or immunities, 
shall be passed by the.General Assembly. 

Sec. 12. That no person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless 
upon refusal to deliver up his estate for the benefit of his creditors, 
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, or in cases of tort or 
where there is a strong presumption of fraud. 

Sec. 13. That the right of no person to. Keep and bear arms in 
defense of his home, person and property, or in aid of the civil power 
when thereto legally summoned, shall be called in question; but 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to justify the practice 
of carrying concealed weapons. 

Sec. 14. That private property shall not be taken for private use 
unless by consent of the owner, except for private ways of necessity, 
and except for resorvoirs, drains, flumes or ditches on or across the 
lands of others, for agricultural, mining, milling, domestic or sani- ` 
tary purposes. 

Sec. 15. That private property shall not be taken or damaged, 
for public or private use, without just compensation. Such com- 
pensation shall be ascertained by a board of commissioners, of not 
less than three freeholders, or by a jury, when required by the owner 
of the property, in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and 
until the same shall be paid to the owner, or into court for the owner. 
the property shall not be needlessly disturbed, or the proprietary 
rights of the: owner therein divested; and whenever an attempt is 
made to take private property for a use ‘alleged to be public, the 
question whether the contemplated use be really, public, shall be a 


judicial question, and determined as such without regard to any 


legislative assertion that the use is public. l 

Sec. 16. That in criminal prosecutions the accused shall have 
the right to appear and defend in person and by counsel; to demand 
the nature and cause of the accusation; -to meet the witnesses 
against him face to face; to have process to compel the attendance 
of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial by an impartial 
jury of the county or district in which the offense is alleged to have 
been committed. 

Sec. 17. That no person shall be imprisoned for the purpose of 
securing his testimony in any case longer than may be necessary 
in order to take his deposition, If he can give security he shall be 
discharged ; if he cannot give security, his deposition shall be taken 
by some Judge of the Supreme, District, or County Court, at the 
earliest time he can attend, at some convenient place’ by him 
appointed for that purpose, of which time and place the accused 
and the attorney prosecuting for the people, shall have reasonable 
notice. The accused shall have the right to appear in person and 
by counsel. If he have no counsel, the Judge shall assign him one 


6 CONSTITUTION OF THE 


in that behalf only. On the completion of such examination the 
witness shall be discharged on his own recognizance, entered in 
before said Judge, but such deposition shall not be used if, in the 


` opinion of the Court, the personal attendance of the witness might 


be procured by the prosecution, or is procured by the accused. No 
exception shall be taken to such deposition as to matters of form. 

Sec. 18. That no person shall be compelled to testify against 
himself in a criminal case, nor shall any person be twice put in 
jeopardy for the same offense. If the jury disagree, or if the judg- 
ment be arrested after verdict, or if the judgment be reversed for 
error in law, the accused shall not be deemed to have been in 
jeopardy. 

Sec. 19. That all persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, 
except for capital offenses, when the proof is evident or the pre- 
sumption great. 

Sec. 20. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflifted. 

SEc. 21. That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
never be suspended, unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it. 

Serc. 22. That the military shall always be in strict subordination 
to the civil power; that no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quar- 
tered in any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time 
of war éxcept in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 23. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate in crim- 
inal.cases; but a jury in civil cases in all courts, or in criminal cases 
in courts not of record, may consist of less than twelve men, as 
may be prescribed by law. Hereafter a Grand Jury shall consist of 
twelve men, any nine of whom concurring may find an indictment; 


provided, the General Assembly may change, regulate or abolish 


the grand jury system. 

Sec. 24. That the people have the right peaceably to assemble 
for the common good, and to apply to those invested with the 
powers of government for redress of grievances, by petition or 
remonstrance. 

Sec. 25. That no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law. 

Sec. 26. That there shall never be in this State either slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted. 

Sec. 27. Aliens, who are or who may hereafter become dona fide 
residents of this State, may acquire, inherit, possess, enjoy and dis- 
pose of property, real and personal, as native born citizens. 

Sec. 28. The enumeration in this Constitution of certain rights 
shall not be construed to deny, impair, or disparage others retained 
by the people. 
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STATE OF COLORADO. 7 
ARTICLE III. 


x DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 


The powers of the government of this State are divided into 
three distinct departments—the Legislative, Executive and Judicial 
—and no person, or collection of persons, charged with the exer- 
cise of powers properly belonging to one of these departments, shall 
exercise any power properly belonging to either of the others, 
except as in this Constitution expressly directed or permitted. 


ARTICLE IV. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Sec. 1. The Executive Department shall consist of a Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of State, State 
Treasurer, Attorney General, and Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, each of whom shall hold his office for the term of two years, 
beginning on-the second Tuesday of January next after his election ; 
provided, that the terms of office of those chosen at the first election 
held under this Constitution, shall begin on the day appointed for 
the first meeting of the General Assembly. The officers of the 
Executive Department, excepting the Lieutenant Governor, shall, 
during their term of offices, -reside at the seat of government, where, 
they shall keep the public records, books and papers. - They shall 
perform such duties as are prescribed by this Constitution or by law. 

Sec. 2. The supreme executive power of the State shall be 
vested in the Governor, who shall take care that thé laws be faith- 
fully executed. 

Sec. 3. The officers named in section one of this article, shall 
be chosen on the day of the general election, by the qualified 
electors of the State. The returns of every election for said officers 
shall be sealed up and transmitted to the Secretary of State, directed 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, who shall imme- 
diately, upon the organization of the House, and before proceeding 
to other business, open and publish the same in the presence of a 
majority of the members of both Houses of the General Assembly, 
who shall for that purpose assemble in the House of Representa- - 
tives. The person having the highest number of votes for either 
of said offices shall be declared duly elected, but if two or more 
have an equal and the highest number of votes for the same office, 
one.of them shall be chosen thereto by the two Houses, on joint 
ballot. Contested elections for the said offices shall be determined 
by the two Houses, on joint ballot, in such manner as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 


a ert ak ae aii 7646" ee OE 


ath T ia. 


8 CONSTITUTION OF THE 


Serc. 4. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor or Superintendent of Public Instruction, unless. 
he-should have attained the age of thirty years, nor to the office 
of Auditor of State, Secretary of State, or State Treasurer, unless 
he shall have attained the age of twenty-five years, nor to the office 
of Attorney General unless he shall have attained the age of twenty- 
five years, and be a licensed attorney of the Supreme Court of the 
State, or of the Territory of Colorado, in good standing. At the 
first election under this Constitution, any person being a qualified 
elector at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, and having 
the qualifications above herein prescribed for any one of said officers, 
shall be eligible thereto; but thereafter no person shall be eligible 
to any one of said offices, unless, in addition to the qualifications 
abové prescribed therefor, he shall be a citizen of the United States, 
and have resided within the limits of the State two years next pre- 
ceding his election. ; 

Sec. 5. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military 
forces of the State, except when they shall be called into-actual 
service of the United States. He shall have power to call out the 
militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrection, or repel invasion. 

Sec. 6. The Governor shall nominate, and by and with the con- 
sent of the Senate, appoint all officers whose offices are established 
by this Constitution, or which may be created by law, and whose 
appointment or election is not otherwise provided for, and may 
remove any such officer for incompetency, neglect of duty or mal- 
feasance in office. If during the recess of the Senate a vacancy 
occur in any such office, the Governor shall appoint some fit person 
to discharge the duties thereof until the next meeting of the. Senate, 
when he shall nominate some person to fill such office. If the office 
of Auditor of State, State Treasurer, Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, or Superintendent of Public Instruction, shall be vacated 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the Gov- 
ernor to fill the same by appointment, and the appointee shall hold 
his office until his sucessor shall be elected and qualified in such 
manner as may be provided by law. The Senate in deliberating 
upon Executive nominations may sit with closed doors, but in act- 
ing upon nominations they shall sit with open doors, and the vote 
shall be taken by ayes and noes, which shall be entered upon the 
journal. . ` l 

Sec. 7. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves, 
commutations and pardons after conviction, for all offenses except 


- treason, and except in case of impeachment, subject to such regu- 


lations as may be prescribed by law relative to the manner of ap- 
plying for pardons, but he shall in every case where he may exer- 
cise this power, send to the General Assembly, as its first session 
thereafter, a transcript of the petition, all proceedings, and the 
reasons for his action. 
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Sec. 8. The Governor may require information in writing from 
. the officers of the Executive Department upon any subject relating 
to the duties of their respective offices, which information shall be 
given upon oath whenever so required; he may also require infor- 
mation in writing at any time, under oath, from all officers and , 
managers of State institutions, upon any subject relating to the 
*condition, management and expenses of their respective offices and 
institutions. The Governor shall, at the commencement of each 
session, and from time to time, by message, give to the General 
Assembly information of the "condition of the State, and shall rec- 
ommend such measures as he shall deem expedient. He shall also 
send to the General Assembly a statement, with vouchers, of the 
expenditures of all moneys belonging to the State, and paid outby 
him. He shall, also, at the commencement of each session, pre- 
sent estimates of the amount of-money required to be raised by 
taxation for all purposes of the State. ` 

Sec. 9. The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
the General Assembly, by proclamation, stating therein the purpose 
for which it is assembled; but at such special session no business 
shall be transacted other than that specially named in the proclam- 
ation. He may, by proclamation, convene the Senate in extraor- 
dinary session for the transaction of executive business. 

Sec. ro. The Governor, in case of a disagreement between the 
two Houses as to the time of adjournment, may, upon the same 
being certified to him by the House last moving adjournment, 
adjourn the General Assembly to a day not later than the first day 
of the next regular session. c l 

Sec. 1%. Every bill passed by the General Assembly shall, before 
it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he. 
shall sign it, and thereupon it shall become a law; but if he do not 
approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the House in 
which it originated, which House shall enter the objections at large 
upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider the bill. If then two- 
thirds of the members elected agree to pass the same, it shall be 
sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it 
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the 
members elected to that House, it shall become a law, notwith- 
standing the objections of the Governor. In all such cases the 
vote of each House shall be determined by ayes and noes, to be 
entered upon the journal. If any bill shall not be returned by. the 
Governor within ten days after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless 
the General Assembly shall, by their adjournment, prevent its 
return, in which case it shall be filed, with his objections, in the 
office of the Secretary of State, within thirty days after such 
adjournment, or else become a law. - 


2 ` E Ñ 


g ` 
“ 


z nae Kpa 


~ 


10 CONSTITUTION OF THE 


Sec, 12. The Governor shall have power to disapprove of any 
item or items of any bill making appropriations of money, embrac- 
ing distinct items, and part or parts of the bill approved ‘shall be 
law, and the item or items disapproved shall be void, unless enacted 
in manner following: If the General Assembly be in session, 
he shall transmit to the House in which the bill originated a copy 
of the item or items thereof disapproved, together with his objec- 
tions thereto, and the items objected to shall be separately recon- 
sidered, and each item shall then take the same course as is pre 

_scribed for the passage of bills.over the Executive veto. 


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 


SEc. 13. In case of the death, impeachment, or conviction of 
felony or infamous misdemeanor, failure to qualify, resignation, 
absence from the State, or other disability of the Governor, the 
powers, duties and emoluments of the office, for the residue of the 
term, or until the disability be removed, shall devolve upon the 
Lieutenant Governor. . ~- 

Sec. 14. The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the 
Senate, and shall vote only when the Senate is equally divided. In 
case of the absence, impeachment or disqualification from any 
cause of the Lieutenent Governor, or when he shall hold the office 
of Governor, then the President pro tem. of the Senate shall per- 
form the duties of the Lieutenant Governor, until the vacancy is 
filled or the disability removed. 

Sec. 15. In case of the failure to qualify in his office, death, 
resignation, absence from the State, impeachment, conviction of 
felony or infamous misdemeanor, or disqualification from any cause, 
of both the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, the duties of 

“the Governor shall devolve on the President of the Senate pro 
tem., until such disqualification of either the Governor or Lieuten- 
ant Governor be removed, or the vacancy be filled; and if the 
President of the Senate, for any of the above named causes, shall 
become incapable of performing the duties of Governor, the same 
shall devolve upon the Speaker of the House. 

Sec. 16. An account shall be kept by the officers of the Execu- 
tive Department and of all public institutions of the State, of all 
moneys received by them severally from all sources, and for every 
service performed, and of all moneys disbursed by them severally, 


` and a semi-annual report thereof shall be made to the Governor, 


under oath. 

Sec. 17. The officers of the Executive Department, and of all 
public institutions of the State, shall, at least twenty days preceding 
each regular session of the General Assembly, make full and com- 
plete report of their actions to the Governor, who shall transmit the 
same to the General Assembly. 
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Sec. 18. There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be kept 
by the Secretary of State, and shall be called the “Great Seal of - 
the State of Colorado.” The seal of the Territory of Colorado, as 
now used, shall be the seal of the State until otherwise provided by 
law. i 

Sec. 19. The officers named in section one of this Article, shall 
receive for their services a salary to be established by law, which 
shall not be increased or diminished during their official terms. Tt 
shall be the duty of all such officers to collect in advance all fees 
prescribed by law for services rendered by them severally, and pay 
the same into the State treasury. 

Sec. 20, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be ex 
officio State Librarian. 

Sec. 21. Neither the State Treasurer nor State Auditor shall be 
eligible for re-election as his own immediate successor. 


a 


ARTICLE V. 
~ LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Section 1. The legislative power shall be vested in the General 
Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Represent- 
atives, both to be elected by the people. 

Sec. 2. An election for members of the General Assembly shall ° 
be held on the first Tuesday in October, in the years of our Lord 
1876 and 1878, and in each alternate year thereafter, on such day, 
at such places in each county as now are or hereafter may be pro- 
vided by law. The first election for members of the General As- 
sembly under the State organization shall be conducted in: the 
manner prescribed by the laws of Colorado Territory regulating 
elections for members of the Legislative Assembly thereof. When 
vacancies occur in either House, the Governor, or person exercising 
the powers of Governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such 


: vacancies. 


Sec. 3. Senators shall be elected for the term of four years, 
except as hereinafter provided, and Representatives for the term of 
two years. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be a Representative or Senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years, who shall not 
be a citizen of the United States; who shall not for at least twelve 
months next preceding his election have resided within the Terri- 


` tory included in the limits of the county or district in which he 


shall be chosen; ørovided, that any person who at the time of the 
adoption of this Constitution was a qualified elector under the 
Territorial laws, shall be eligible to the first General Assembly. 
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< Sec. 5. The Senators, at their first session, shall be divided into 
two classes. Those elected in districts designated by even numbers 
shall constitute one class; those elected in districts designated by 
odd numbers shall constitute the other class, except that Senators 
elected in each of the districts having more than one Senator shall 
be equally divided between the two classes. The Senators of one 
class shall hold for two years ; those of the other class shall hold 
for four years—to be decided by lot between the two classes, so 
that one-half of the Senators, as near as practicable, may be 
biennially chosen forever thereafter. 

Sec. 6. Each member for the first General Assembly, as a com- 
pensation for his services, shall receive four dollars for each day’s 
attendance, and fifteen cents for each mile necessarily traveled in 
goihg to and returning from the seat of government; and shall 
receive no other compensation, perquisite or allowance whatsoever. 

_No, session of the General Assembly, after the first, shall exceed 
forty days. After the first session, the compensation of the mem- 
bers of the General Assembly shall be as provided by law; 
provided, that no General Assembly shall fix its own compensation. 

Src. 7. The General Assembly shall meet at 12- o’clock, noon, 
on the first Wednesday in November, A. D. 1876; andat 120 ‘clock, 
noon, on the first Wednesday in January, A. D. 1879, and at 12 
o'clock, noon, on the first Wednesday in January of each alternate 

. year forever thereafter, and at other times when convened by the 
Governor. The term of service of the members thereof shall begin 
on the first Wednesday of November next after their election, until 
otherwise provided by law. j 

j Sec. 8. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
3 “which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under this State; and no member of Congress, or other person 
holding any office (except of attorney-at-law, notary public, or in 
the militia) under-the United States, or this State, shall be a mem- 
ber of either House during his continuance in office. 

Src. 9. No member of either House shall, during the term for 

, which he may have been elected, receive any increase of salary or 
milesge, under any law passed during such term.. 

Sec. 10. The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each 
regular session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect 
one of its members President pro tempore. The House of Repre- 
sentatives shall elect one of its members as Speaker. Each House 
shall choose its other officers, and shall judge of the election and 
qualification of its members. 

Sec. 11. A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum, 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel 
the attendance of absent members. 

Sec. 12. Each House shall have power to determine the rules 
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of its proceedings and punish its members or other persons for 
contempt or disorderly behavior in its presence; to enforte obe- 
dience to its process ; to protect its members against violence, or 
offers of bribes, or private solicitation, and, with the concurrence of 
two-thirds, to expel a member, but not a second .time for the same 
cause, and shall have all other powers necessary for the Legislature 
of a free State. A member, expelled for corruptics. shall aot 
thereafter be eligible to either House of the same General Assem- 
bly, and punishment for contempt or disorderly behavior shall not 
bar an indictment for the same offense. 

Sec. 13. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and may in its discretion, from time to time, publish the same, 
except such parts as require secrecy, and the ayes and noes on any 
question shall, at the desire of any two members, be entered on the 
journal. 

Sec. 14. The sessions of each House, and of the committees of 
the whole, shall be open, unless when the business is such as ought 
to be kept secret. l 8 

Src. 15. Neither House shall, without the consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that 
in which the two Houses shall be sitting. - 

Sec. 16. The members of the General Assembly shall, in all cases 
except treason, felony, violation of their oath of office, and breach 
or surety of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their at- 
tendance at the sessions of their respective Houses, and in going 
to and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in 
either House they shall not be questioned in any other place. ~~ 

Sec. 17. No law shall be passed except by bill,and no bil shall 
be so altered, or amended on its passage through either Houseas to 
change its original purpose. ` 

Sec. 18. The style of the laws of this State shall be: “Be wz 
enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado.” 

Sec. 19. No act of the General Assembly shall take effect until 
ninety days after its passage, unless in case of emergency (which 
shall be expressed in the preamble or body of the act) the General 
Assembly shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected 
to each House, otherwise direct. No bill except-the general ap- 
propriation for the expenses of the government only, introduced. 
in either House of the General Assembly after the first twenty-five 
days of the session, shall become a law. 

Sec. 20. No bill shall be considered or become a law unless 
referred to a committee, returned therefrom, and printed for the use 
of the members. 

Src. 21. No bill, except general appropriation bills, shall be 
passed containing more than one Subject, which shall be clearly 
expressed in its title; but if any subject shall be embraced in any 
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act which shall not be expressed in the title, such act shall be void 
only as to so much thereof as shall not be so expressed. 

Sec. 22. Every bill shall be read at length, on three different 
days, in each House; all substantial amendments made thereto 
shall be printed for the use of the members, before the final vote is 
taken on the bill; and no bill shall become a law except by vote of 
a majority of all the members elected to each House, nor unless 
on its final passage the vote be taken by ayes and noes, and the 
names of those voting be entered on the journal. 

Sec. 23. No amendment to any bill by one House shall be con- 
curred in by the other, nor shall the report of any committee. of 
conference be adopted in either, House, except by a vote of a ma- 
jority of the members elected thereto, taken by ayes and noes, and 
the names of those voting recorded upon the journal thereof. 

Sec. 24. No law shall be revived, or amended, or the provisions 
thereof extended or conferred by reference to its title only, but so 
much thereof. as is revived, amended, extended or conferred, shall 
be re-enacted and published at length. 


Sec. 25. The General Assembly shall not pass local or special 
laws in any of the following enumerated cases, that is to say: for 
granting divorces; laying out, opening, altering or working roads 
or highways; vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys and public - 
grounds: locating or changing county seats; regulating county , 
or township affairs; regulating the practice in courts of justice; 
regulating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, police 
magistrates and constables; changing the ‘rules of evidence in 
any trial or inquiry; providing for changes of venue in civil or 
criminal cases; declaring any person of age: for limitation of civil 
actions or giving effect to informal or invalid deeds; summoning 
or impaneling grand or petit juries; providing for the management 
of common schools; regulating the rate of interest on money; the 
opening or conducting of any election, or designating the place of 
voting; the sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minors 
or others under disability; the protection of game or fish; char- 
tering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; remitting fines, penalties 
or forfeitures; creating, increasing or decreasing fees, per centage or 
allowances of public officers; changing the law of descent; grant- 
ing to any corporation, association or individual the right to lay 
down railroad tracks; granting to any corporation, association or 
individual any special or exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise 
whatever. In all other cases, where’a general law can be made 
applicable, no special law shall be enacted. 
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ig@feSec. 26. The presiding officer of each House shall, in the 
presence of the House over which he presides, sign all bills and 
joint resolutions passed by the General Assembly, after their titles 
shall have been publicly read, immediately before signing; and 
the fact of signing shall be entered on the journal. 

Sec. 27. The General Assembly shall prescribe by law the 
: number, duties and compensation of the officers and employes of 
each House; and no payment shall be made from the State Trea- 
sury,or be i in any way authorized to any person, except to an acting 
officer or employe elected or appointed in pursuance of law. 

Sec. 28. No bill shall be passed giving any- extra compensation 
to any public officer, servant or employe, agent or contractor, after, 
services shall have been rendered or contract made, nor providing 
for the payment of any claim made against the State without pre- 
vious authority of law. 

Sec. 29. All stationery printing, paper and fuel used in the 
legislative and other departments of government, shall be furnished ; 
and the printing and binding and distributing of the laws, journals, 
department reports, and other printing and binding; and the 
repairing and furnishing the halls and rooms used for the meeting 
of the General Assembly and its_ committees, shall be performed 
under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible bidder, below 
such maximum price and under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by law. No member or officer of any department of the 
government shall be in any way interested in any such contract; 
and all such contracts shall be subject to the approval of the Gov- 
ernor and: State Treasurer. 

Sec. 30. Except as otherwise provided i in this Constitution, no | 
law shall extend the term of any public officer, or increase or di- . 
minish his salary or emoluments after his election or appointment ; 
provided, this shall not be construed to forbid the General Assembly 
to fix the salary or emoluments of those first elected or appointed 
under this Constitution. 

Sec. 31. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives; but the Senate may propose amendments, as 
in case of other bills. 

SEc. 32. The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing 
but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the. Executive, 
Legislative and Judicial Departments of the State, interest on the 
public debt, and for public schools. All other appropriations shall 
be made by separate bills, each embracing but one subject. 

SEC. 33. No money shall be paid out of the treasury except _ 
upon appropriations made by law, and on warrant drawn by the 
the proper officer in pursuance thereof. 

i à SEC. 34. No appropriation shall be made for charitable, indus- 
trial, educational or benevolent purposes, to any person, corpora- 
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tion or community not under the absolute control of the State, nor 
to any denominational or sectarian institution or association. 

Sec. 35. The General Assembly shall not delegate to any special 
commission, private corporation or association, any power to make, 
supervise or interfere with any municipal improvement, money, 
property or effects, whether held in trust or otherwise, or to levy 
taxes, or to perform any municipal function whatever. 

SEC. 36. No act of the General Assembly shall authorize the 
investment of trust funds by executors, administrators, guard- 
ians, or other trustees, in the bonds or stock of any private corpo- 
ration. 

Sec. 37. The power to change the venue in civil and criminal 
cases shall be vested in the courts; to be exercised in such a man- 
nér as shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 38. No obligation or liability of any person, association or 
corporation, held or owned by the State, or any municipal corpo- 
ration therein, shall ever be exchanged, transferred, remitted, 
released or postponed, or in any way diminished by the General 
Assembly, nor shall such liability or obligation be extinguished 
except by payment thereof into the proper treasury. 

SEC. 39. Every order, resolution or vote to which the concur- 
rence of both Houses may be necessary, except on the question of 
adjournment, or relating solely to the transaction of business of the 
two Houses, shall be presented to the Governor, and before it shall 
take effect, be approved by him,-or being. disapproved, shall be 
re-passed by two-thirds of both Houses, according to the rules and 
limitations prescribed in case of a bill. 

Sec. 40. If any person elected to either House of the General 
Assembly shall offer or promise to give His vote or influence in 
favor of or against any measure or proposition, pending or proposed 
to be introduced into the General Assembly, in consideration or 
upon condition that any other person elected to the same General 
Assembly will give or will promise or assent to give his vote or 
influence in favor of or against any other measure or proposition, 
pending or proposed to be introduced in such General Assembly, 
the person making such offer or promise, shall be deemed guilty 
of solicitation of bribery: If any member of the General Assembly 
shall give his vote or influence for or against any measure or pro- 
position pending in such General Assembly, or offer, promise or 
assent so to do, upon condition that any other member will give or 
will promise or assent to give his vote or influence in favor of or 
against any other measure or proposition pending or proposed to 


: be introduced in such General Assembly, or in consideration that 


any other member hath given his vote or influence for or against 
-any other measure or proposition in such General Assembly, he 
shall be deemed guilty of bribery, and any member of the General 
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Assembly, or person elected thereto; who shall be guilty of either 
of such offenses shall be expelled, and shall not be thereafter 
eligible to the same General Assembly; and, on the conviction 
thereof in the civil courts, shall be liable to such further penalty as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 41. Any person who shall directly or indirectly offer, give 
or promise any money or thing of value, testimonial, privilege or 
personal advantage to any executive or judicial officer or member 
of the General Assembly to influence him in the performance of 
any of his public or official duties, shall be deemed guilty of bribery, 
and be punished in such manner as shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 42. The offense of corrupt solicitation of members of the 
General Assembly, or of public officers of the State, or of any 
municipal division thereof, and any occupation or practice of solic- 
itation of such members or Officers to influence their official action, 
shall be defined by law, and shall be punished by fine and impris- 
onment. 

Sec. 43. A member who has a personal or private interest in 


|- any measure or bill proposed or pending before the General 


Assembly, shall disclose the fact to the House of which he is a 
member, and shall not vote thereon. | 


CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT. 


Sec. 44. One “Representative in the Congress of the United 
States shall be elected from the State at large: at the first election 
under this Constitution, and thereafter at such times and places and 
in such manner as may be prescribed by law. When a new appor- 
tionment shall .be made by Congress, the General Assembly shall 
divide the State into Congressional Districts accordingly. 


Sec. 45.’ The General Assembly shall provide by law for an 


enumeration of the inhabitants of the State in the year of our Lord 
1885, and every tenth year thereafter; and at the session next fôl- 
lowing such enumeration, and also at the session next following an 
enumeration made by the authority of the United States, shall re- 
vise and adjust the apportionment for Senators and Representatives 
‘on the basis of such enumeration, according to ratios to be fixed 
by law. 

Sec. 46. The Senate shall consist of twenty-six, and the House 
of Representatives forty-nine members, which number shall not be 
increased until the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety, after which time the General Assembly may increase 
the number of Senators and Representatives, preserving, as near as 
may be, the present proportion as to the number in each House; 
provided, that the aggregate number of Senators and Representa- 
tives shall never exceed one hundred. 
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Sec. 47. Senatorial and Representative Districts may be altered 
from time to time, as public convenience may require. When a 
Senatorial or Representative District shall be composed of two or 
more counties, they shall be contiguous, and the district as compact 
as may be. No county shall be divided in the formation of a Sen- 
atorial or Representative District. 

Sec. 48. Until the State shall be divided into Senatorial Dis- 
tricts, in accordance with the provisions of this article, said districts 
shall be constituted and numbered as follows: 

The county of Weld shall constituie the first district, and ge en- 
titled to one Senator. 

The county of Larimer shall constitute the second district, and 
be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Boulder shall constitute the third district and be 
entitled to two Senators. 

The county of Gilpin shall constitute the fourth district, and be 
entitled to one Senator. 

The counties of Gilpin, Summit and Grand shall constitute the 
fifth district, and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Clear Creek shall constitute the sixth district, 


-and be entitled to two Senators. 


The county of Jefferson shall constitute the seventh district, and 
be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Arapahoe shall constitute the eighth district and 
be entitled to four Senators. - 

The counties of Elbert and Bent shall constitute the ninth dis- 
trict, and be entitled to one Senator. , 

The county of El Paso shall constitute the tenth district, and be 
entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Douglas shall constitute the eleventh district, 
and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Park shall constitute the twelfth district, and be 
entitled to one Senator. 

The counties of Lake and Saguache shall constitute the thir- 
teenth district, and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Fremont shall constitute the fourteenth district, 
and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Pueblo shall constitute the fifteenth district, and 
be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Huerfano shall constitute the sixteenth district, 
and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Las Animas shall constitute the seventeenth dis- 
trict, and be entitled to two Senators. 

The county of Costilla shall constitute the eighteenth district, 
and be entitled to one Senator. 

The county of Conejos shall constitute the nineteenth district, 


and be entitled to one Senator. 
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The counties of Rio Grande, Hinsdale, La Plata and San Juan 
shall constitute the twentieth district, and be entitled to one Senator. 
_ Sec. 49. Until an apportionment of Representatives be made, 

in accordance with the provisions of this Article, they shall be 
divided among the several counties of the State in the following 
manner: The county of Arapahoe shall have seven; the counties 
of Boulder and Clear Creek, each, four; the counties ‘of Gilpin and 
Las Animas, each, three; the counties of El Paso, Fremont, Huer- 
fano, Jefferson, Pueblo and Weld, each, two; the counties of Bent, 
Costilla, Conejos, Douglas, Elbert, Grand, Hinsdale, Larimer, La 
Plata, Lake, Park, Rio Grande, Summit, Saguache and San Juan, l 


each, one; and the counties of Costilla and Conejos, jointly, one. 


ARTICLE VI. 
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 


SECTION I: The judicial powers of the State, as to matters of law 
and equity, except as in this Constitution otherwise provided, shall 
be vested in a Supreme Court, District Courts, County Courts, 
Justices of the, Peace, and such other courts as may be created by 
law for cities and incorporated towns. 
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SUPREME COURT: 


Sec: 2. The Supreme Court, except as otherwise provided in 
this Constitution, shall have appellate jurisdiction only, which shall 
be co-extensive with the State, and shall have a general superin- 
tending control over all inferior courts, under such regulations and 
limitations as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. It shall have power to issue writs of habeas corpus, 
mandamus, quo warranto, certiorari, injunction, and other original 
and remedial writs, with authority to hear and determine the same. 

Sec. 4. At least two terms of. the Supreme Court shall be held 
each year, at the seat of government. 

Sec. 5. The Supreme Court shall consist of three judges, a 
majority of whom shall be necessary to form a quorum or pro- 
nounce a decision. 

Sec. 6. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by 
electors of the State at large, as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 7. The term of office of the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
except as in this Article otherwise provided, shall be nine years. 

Src. 8. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall, immediately 
after the first ele€tion under this Constitution, be classified by lot, 
so that one shall hold his office for the term of three years, one for 
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the term of six years, and one for the term of nine years. The lot 
shall be drawn by the Judges, who shall for that purpose assemble 
at the seat of government, and they shall cause the result thereof 
to be certified to the Secretary of the Territory, and filed in his 
office. The Judge having the shortest term to serve, not holding 
his office by appointment or election to fill a vacancy, shall be the 
Chief Justice, and shall preside at all terms of the Supreme Court, 
and, in case of his absence, the Judge having in like manner the 
next shortest term to serve shall preside in his stead. 

Sec. 9. There shall be a Clerk of the Supreme Court, who shall 
be appointed by the Judges thereof, and shall hold his office during 
the pleasure of said Judges, and whose duties and emoluments 
shall be as prescribed by law and by the rules of the Supreme 
Court. * 

Sec. 10. No person shall be eligible to the office of Judge of 
the Supreme Court unless he be learned in the: law: be at least 
thirty years of age and a citizen of the United States, nor unless 
he shall have resided in this State or Territory at least two years 
next preceding his election. 


e 


DISTRICT COURTS. 


Sec. 11. The District Courts shall have original jurisdiction of 
all causes, both at law and in equity, and such appellate jurisdic- 
tion as may be, conferred by law. They shall have original juris- 
diction to determine all controversies upon relation of any peršon 
on behalf of the people, concerning the rights, duties and liabilities 
of railroad, telegraph or toll-road companies or corporations. 

Sec. 12. The State’ shall be divided into judicial districts, in 
each of which there ‘shall be elected by the electors thereof, one 
Judge of the District Court therein, whose term of office shall be 
six years. The Judges of the District Courts may hold courts for 
each other, and shall do so when required by law. 

Sec. 13. Until otherwise provided by law, said districts shall be 
four in number, and constituted as follows, viz.: 

First District—The counties of Boulder, Jefferson, Gilpin, Clear 
Creek, Summit and Grand. 

Second District—The counties of Arapahoe, Douglas, Elbert, 
Weld and Larimer. 

Third Destvict—The counties of Park, El Paso, Fremont, Pueblo, 
Bent, Las Animas and Huerfano. 

Fourth District—The counties of Costilla, Conejos, Rio Grande, 
San Juan, La Plata, Hinsdale, Saguache and Lake. 

Sec. 14. The General Assembly may, after the year 1880 (when- 
ever two-thirds of the members of each House shall concur there- 
in), but not oftener than once in six years, increase the number of 
the judicial districts and the judges thereof; such districts shall be 


STATE OF COLORADO. 21 


formed of compact territory, and bounded by county lines, but - 
such increase or change in the boundaries of a district shall not 
work the removal of any Judge from his office during the term for 
which he shall have been elected or appointed. ' 

Sec. 15. The Judges of the District Court first elected shall be 
chosen at the first general election. The General Assembly may 
provide that after the year 1878, the election of the Judges of the 

«a Supreme, District and County Courts, and the District Attorneys, 
or any of them, shall be ona different day from that on which an 
election is held for any other purpose, and for that purpose may 
extend or abridge the term of office of any such officers then hold- 
ing, but not in any case more than six months. Until otherwise 
provided by law, such officers shall be elected at the time of hold- 
ing the general elections. The terms of office of all Judges of the 
District Court elected in the several districts throughout the State, 
shall expire on the same day; and the terms of office of the Dis- 
trict Attorneys elected in the several districts throughout the State 
shall, in like manner, expire on the same dav. 


Sec. 16. No person shall be eligible to the office of District 
Judge unless he be learned in the law,-be at least thirty years old, 
and a citizen of the United States, nor unless he shall have resided 
in the State or Territory at least two years next preceding his elec- 
tion, nor unless he shall, at the time of his electiou, be an elector 
within the judicial - district, for which he is elected: provided, that . 
at the first election, any person of the requisite age and learning, 
and who is an elector of the Territory of Colorado, under the laws. 
thereof, at the time of ‘the adoption of this. Constitution, shall be 
eligible to the office of Judge of the District Court of the judicial 
district within which he is an elector. 

Sec. 17, The time of holding courts within the said districts 
shall be as provided by law, but at least one term of the District 
Court shall be held annually i in each county, except in such coun- 
ties as may be attached, for judicial purposes, to another county, 
wherein such courts are so held. This shall not be construed to 
prevent the holding of special terms, under such regulations as 
may be provided by law. S 

Src. 18. The Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall 
each receive such salary as may be provided by law, and no such 
Judge shall receive any other compensation, perquisite or emolu- 
ment for or on account of his office, in any form whatever, nor act 
as attorney or counselor at law. 

Sec. 19. There shall be a Clerk of the District Court in each 
county wherein a term is held, who shall be appointed by the 
Judge of the district, to hold his office during the pleasure of the 
Judge. His duties and compensation shall be as provided by law, 
and regulated by the rules of the court. 
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Sec. 20.. Until the General Assembly shall provide by law for 
fixing the terms of the courts aforesaid, the Judges of the Supreme 
and District Courts, respectively, shall fix the terms thereof. 


DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 


SEc. 21. There shall be elected by the qualified electors of each 
_ judicial district at each regular election for Judges of the Supreme 
Court, a District Attorney for such district, whose term of office shall” 
be three years, and whose duties and compensations shall be as 
provided by law. No person shall be eligible to the office of Dis- 
trict Attorney, who shall not, at the time of his election, be at least 
twenty-five years of age, and possess all the-other qualifications for 
Judges pf District Courts, as prescribed in this article. 


COUNTY COURTS. 


K 


Sec. 22. There shall be elected, at the general election in each 
organized county in the year 1877, and every three years thereafter, 
except as otherwise provided in this article,a County Judge, who 
shall be Judge of the County Court of said county, whose term. of 
office shall- be three years, and whose compensation shall be as 
mav. be provided by law. 

Src. 23. County Courts shall be courts of record, and shall have 
original jurisdiction in all matters of probate, settlement of estates 
of deceased persons, appointment of guardians, conservators and 
administrators, and settlement of their accounts, and such other 
= civil and criminal jurisdiction as may be conferred by law; provided 

E such courts shall not have jurisdiction in any case where the debt, 
damage, or claim or value of property involved shall exceed two 
thousand dollars, except in cases relating to the estates of deceased 
o persons. Appeals may be taken from County to District Courts, 
or to the Supreme Court, in such cases and in such manner as may 
be prescribed by law. Writs of error shall lie from the Supreme 
Court to every final judgment of the County Court. No appeal 
shall lie to the District Court from any judgment given upon an ap- 
peal from a Justice of the Peace. 
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CRIMINAL COURT, 


Sec. 24. The General Assembly shall have power to create and 
establish a Criminal Court in each county having a population ex- 
ceeding fifteen thousand, which court may have concurrent juris- 
diction with the District Courts in all criminal cases not capital ; 
the terms of such courts to be as provided by law. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


Sec. 25. Justices of the Peace shall have such jurisdiction as 


> 
1 


me ttre T T 
ae 


STATE OF COLORADO. 23 


may be conferred by law; but they shall not- have jurisdiction of 
any case wherein the value of the property, or the amount in con- 
troversy, exceeds the sum of three hundred dollars, nor where the 
boundaries or title to. real property shall be called in question. 


POLICE MAGISTRATES. 


\ Ñ 


Sec. 26. The General Assembly shall have power to provide for 
creating such police magistrates for cities and ‘towns, as may be 
deemed from time to time necessary or expedient, who shall have 
jurisdiction of all cases arising undef the ordinances of such cities 
and towns respectively. 


W MISCELLANEOUS. | 


Sec. 27. The judges of courts of record, inferior to the Supreme 
Court, shall, on or before the first day in July in each year, report 
in writing to the Judges of the Supreme Court such defects and 
omissions in the laws as their knowledge and experience may sug- 
gest, and the Judges of the Supreme Court shall, on or before the 
first day of December of each year, report in writing to the Gov- - 
ernor, to be by him transmitted to the General Assembly, together 
with his message, such. defects and omissions in the Constitution 
and laws as they may find to exist, together with appropriate bills 
for curing the same. l : 

Sec. 28. All laws relating to courts shall be general and of uni- 
form operation throughout the State; and the organization, juris- 
diction, powers, proceedings and practice of all the courts of. the 
same class or grade, so far as regulated by law, and the force and 
effect of the proceedings, judgments and decrees of such courts - 
severally, shall be uniform.. `` i : ' 

Sec. 29. All officers provided for'in this Article, excepting 
Judges of the Supreme Court, shall respectively reside in the dis- 
trict, county, precinct, city or town for which they may be 
elected or appointed. Vacancies in elective offices shall be filled 
by election, but when the unexpired term does not exceed one 
year, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment, as follows: Of 
Judges of the Supreme and Distri€t Courts, by the Governor; of 
Distriét Attorneys, by the Judge of the Court of which the office 
appertains, and of all other judicial officers by the Board of County 
Commissioners of the county where the vacancy occurs. 

Sec. 30. All process shall run in the name of “The People of 
the State of Colorado;” all prosecutions shall be carried on in the 
name and by the authority of “The People of the State of Colo- 
rado,” and conclude, “against the peace and dignity of the same.” 
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ARTICLE VII. 


SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 


SECTION 1. Every male person over the age of twenty-one years, 
possessing the a qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at 
all elections: 

Fiyst—He shall be a citizens of the United States, or, not being 
a citizen of the United States, he shall have declared his intention, 
according to law, to become such citizen, not less than four months 
before he offers to vote. 

Second—He shall have resided in the State six months imme- 
diately preceding the election at which he offers to vote, and in 
the county, city, town, ward or precinét, such time as may be 
prescribed by law; provided, that no person shall be denied the 
right to vote at any school district election, nor to hold any school 
district office, on account of sex. 

Sec: 2. The General Assembly shall, at the first session thereof, 
and may at any subsequent session, enact laws to extend the right 
of suffrage to women of lawful age, and otherwise qualified accord- 
ing to the provisions of this Article. No such enactment shall be - 
of effect until submitted to the vote of the qualified electors at a 
general election, nor unless the same be approved by a majority of 
those voting thereon. 

Sec. 3. The General Assembly may prescribe, by law, an edu- 
cational qualification for ele€tors, but no such law shall take effect 
prior to the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety, and no qualified elector shall be thereby disqualified. 

SEC. 4. For the purpose of voting and eligibility to office, no 
person shall be deemed to have gained a residence by reason of 
his presence, or lost it by reason of his absence, while in the civil 
or military service of the State, or of the United States, nor while 
a student at any institution of learning, nor while kept at public 
expense in any. poor-house or other asylum, nor while confined in 
public prison. 

Sec, 5. Voters shall in all cases, except treason, felony or breach, 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at 
elections, and in going to and returning therefrom. 

Sec. 6. No person except a qualified eleétor shall’be elected or 
appointed to any civil or military office in the State. 

Sec. 7. The general eleétion shall be held on the first Tues- 
day of October, in the years of our Lord eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven and eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-eight, and-annually thereafter on such day as may 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 8. All’elections by the people shall be by ballot; every 
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ballot voted shall be numbered in the order in which it shall be 
received, and the number: be recorded by the electon officers on 
the list of voters opposite the name of the voter who presents the 
ballot. The election officers shall be sworn or affirmed not to 
enquire or disclose how any elector shall have voted. In all cases of 
contested elections, the ballots cast may be counted, compared with 
the list of voters, and examined under such safeguards and regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by law. 

SEC. g. In trials of contested elections, and for offenses arising 
under the election law, no person shall be permitted to withhold 
his testimony on the ground that it may criminate himself, or sub- 
ject him to public infamy; but such testimony shall not be used 
against him in any judicial proceedings, except for perjury in giv- 
ing such testimony. 

SEc. 10. No person while confined in any public prison shall be 
entitled to vote; but every such person who was a qualified elector 
prior to such imprisonment, and who is released therefrom by vir- 
tue. of a pardon, or by virtue of having served out his full term of 
imprisonment, shall, without further action, be invested with all the 
rights of citizenship, except as otherwise provided in this Consti- 
tution. 

Sec. 11. The General Assembly shall pass laws to secure the 
purity of elections, and guard against abuses of the elective fran- 
chise. : . 

Sec. 12. The General Assembly shall, by general law, designate 
the courts and judges by whom the several classes of election con- 
‘tests, not herein provided for, shall be tried, and regulate the man- 
ner of trial, and all matters incident thereto; but no such law shall 
apply to any contest arising out of an election held before .its 
passage. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


+ “a 
STATE INSTITUTIONS. 


SECTION 1. Educational, reformatory, and penal institutions, 
and those for the benefit of the.insane, blind, deaf and mute, and 
such other institutions as the public, good may require, shall be 
established and supported by the State, in such manner as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall have no power to change 
or to locate the seat of government of the State, but shall at its 
first session subsequent to the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty, provide by law for submitting the 
question of the permanent location of the seat of government 
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to the qualified electors of the State, at the general election 


_ then next ensuing, and a majority of all the votes upon said 


question cast at said election, shall be necessary to determine 
the location thereof. Said General Assembly shall also provide 
that in case there shall be no choice of location at said 
election, the question of choice between the two places for 
which the highest number of votes shall have been cast, shall be 
submitted in like manner to the qualified electors of the State, at 


, the next general election; provided, that until the seat of govern- 


ment shall have been permanently located as herein provided, the 
temporary location thereof shall remain at the city of Denver. 

Sec. 3. When the seat of government shall have been located 
as herein provided, the location thereof shall not thereafter be 
changed,’ except by a vote of two-thirds of all the qualified electors 
of the State voting on that question, at a general election, at which 
the question of location of the seat of government shall have been : 
submitted by the General Assembly. ` 

Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall make no appropriation or 
expenditures for capitol buildings or grounds, until the seat of gov- 
ernment shall have been permanently located as herein provided. 

Sec. 5. The following Territorial ‘institutions, to-wit: The Uni- 
versity at Boulder, the Agricultural College at Fort Collins, the 
School of Mines at Golden, the Institute for the Education of 
Mutes at Colorado Springs, shall, upon the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, become institutions of the State of Colorado, and the man- 
agement thereof subject to the control of the State, under such laws 
and regulations as the General Assembly shall provide; and the 
location of said institutions, as well as al! gifts, grants and appro- 
priations of money and property, real and personal, heretofore made 
to said several institutions, are hereby confirmed to the use and 
benefit of the same respectively; provided, this section shall not 
apply to any institution, the property, real or personal, of which is 
now vested in the trustees thereof, until such property be transferred 
by proper conveyance, together with the control thereof, to the 
officers provided for the management of said institution by this 
Constitution or by law. 


i 


ARTICLE IX. - 


EDUCATION. 


— 


Section 1. The general supervision of the public schools of the 
State shall be vested ina Board of Education, whose powers and 
duties shall be prescribed by law; the Superintendent of Public In- 
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struction, the Secretary of State and Attorney General, shall consti- 
tute the Board, of which the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
_ shall be President. l 

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall, as soon as practicable, pro- 
vide for the establishment and maintenance of a thorough and uni- 
form system of free public schools throughout the State, wherein 
all residents of the State between the ages of six and twenty-one 
years may be educated gratuitously. One or more public schools 
shall be maintained in each school district within the State, at least 
three months in each year; any school district failing to have such 
school shall not be entitled to receive any portion of the school 
fund for that year. 

Src. 3. The public school fund of the State shall forever remain 
inviolate and intact; the interest thereon, only, shall be expended in 
the maintenance of the schools of the State, and shall be distributed 
amongst the several counties and school districts of the State, in 
such manner as may be prescribed by law. No part of this fund, 
principal or interest, shall ever be transferred to any other fund, 
or used or appropriated except as herein provided. The State 
Treasurer shall be the custodian of this fund, and the same shall be 
securely and profitably invested as may be by law directed. The 
State shall supply all losses thereof that may in any manner occur. 


Src. 4. Each County Treasurer shall collect. all school funds 
belonging to his county, and the several school districts therein, 
and disburse the same to'the proper districts upon warrants drawn 
by the County Superintendent, or by the proper district authorities 
as may be provided by law. l l 

Sec. 5. The public school fund of the State shall consist of the 
proceeds of such lands as have heretofore been, or may hereafter be 
granted to the State by the General Government for educational 
purposes ; all estates that may escheat to the State; also all other 
grants, gifts or devises that may be made to this State for educa- 
tional purpose. 

Sec. 6. There shall be a County Superintendent of Schools in 
each county, whose term of office shall be two years, and whose 
duties, qualifications and compensation shall be prescribed by law. 
He shall be ¢2-officto Commissioner of Lands within his county, 
and shall discharge the duties of said office under the direction of 
the State Board of Land Commissioners, as directed by law. 

Sec. 7. Neither the General Assembly, nor any county, city, 
town, township, school district.or other public corporation, shall 
ever make any appropriation, or pay from any public fund or mon- 
eys whatever, anything in aid of any church or sectarian society, 
or for any sectarian purpose, or to help support or sustain any 
school, academy, seminary, college,.university, or other literary or 
scientific institution, controlled by any church or sectarian denomi- 
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nation whatsoever; nor shall any grant or donation of land, money, 
or other personal property, ever be made by the State, or any such 
public corporation, to any church or for any sectarian purpose. 

Sec. 8. No religious test or qualification shall ever be required 
of any person as a condition of admission into any public educa- 
tional institution of the State, either as teacher or student; and no 
teacher or student of any such institution shall ever be required to 
attend, or participate in, any religious service whatever. No sec- 
tarian tenets or doctrines shall ever be taught in the public schools, 
_nor shall any distinction. or classification of pupils be made on 
account of race or color. 

SEC. 9. The Governor, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Secretary of State and Attorney General shall constitute the State 
Board of*Land Commissioners, who shall have the direction, con- 
trol and disposition of the public lands of the State, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law. 


Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the State Board of Land Com- 
missioners to provide for the location, protection, sale or other dis- 
position of all the lands heretofore or which may, hereafter be 
granted to the State by the general government, under such regu- 
lations as may be prescribed by law; and in such manner as will 
secure the maximum possible amount therefor. No law shall ever 
be passed by the General Assembly granting any privileges to per- 
sons who may have settled upon any such public lands subsequent 
to the survey thereof by the general government, by which the 
amount to be derived by the sale, or other disposition of such 
lands, shall be diminished, directly or indirectly. The General 
Assembly ‘shall, at the earliest practicable nee provide by law 
that the several grants of land made by Congress to the State shall 
be judiciously located and carefully preserved and held in trust 
subject to disposal, for the use and benefit of the respective objects 
for which said grants of land were made, and the General Assem- 
bly-shall provide for the sale of said lands from time to time; and 
for the faithful application of the proceeds thereof i in accordance 
with the terms of said grants. 

Sec. 11. The General Assembly may require, by law, that every 
child of sufficient mental and physical ability, shall attend the 
public school during the period between the ages of six and 
eighteen, years, for a time equivalent to three years, unless educated 
by other means. 

Sec. 12. There shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 
State, at the first general election under this Constitution, six Re- 
gents of the University, who shall immediately after their election 
be so classified, by lot, that two shall hold their office for the term 
of two years, two for four years-and two for six years; and every two 
years after the first election there shall be elected two Regents of 
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the University, whose term of office shall be six years. The Re- 
gents thus elected, and their successors, shall constitute a body 
corporate, to be known by the name and style of “The Regents of 
- the University of Colorado.” 

- Sec. 13. The Regents of the University shall, at their first meeting, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, elect a President of the Univer- 
sity, who shall hold his office until removed by the Board of Re- 
gents for cause; he shall be ex officio a member of the Board, with 
the privilege of speaking, but not of voting, except in cases of a tie, 
he shall preside at the meetings of the Board, and be the principal 
executive officer of the University, and a member of the faculty 
thereof. 

Sec. 14. The Board of Regents shall have the general supervis- 
ion of the University, and the exclusive control and direction of all 
funds of, and appropriations to, the University. 

Sec. 15. The General Assembly shall, by law, provide for organ- 
ization of school districts of convenient size, in each of which shall 
be established a Board of Education, to consist of three or more di- 
rectors, to be elected -by the qualified electors of the district. 
Said directors shall have control of instruction in the.public schools 
of their respective districts. l 

Sec. 16. Neither the Géneral Assembly nor the State Board of 
Education shall have power to prescribe text books to be used in 
the public schools. 


ARTICLE X. 
REVENUE. 


SEcTIoN I. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of 
October in each year, unless otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall provide by law for an 
annual tax sufficient, with other resources, to defray the estimated ` 
expenses of the State government for each fiscal year. _ 

Sec. 3. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of sub- 
jects within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, 
and shall be levied and collected under general laws, which shall 
prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxa- 
tion of all property, real and personal; provided, that mines and 
‘mining claims bearing gold, silver, and other precious metals, 
(except the net proceeds and surface improvements thereof,) shall 
be exempt from taxation for the period of ten years from the date 
of the adoption of this Constitution, and thereafter may be taxed’ 
as provided by law. Ditches, canals, and flumes owned and used 
by individuals or corporations for irrigating lands owned by such 
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individuals or corporations, or the individual members thereof, shall 
not be separately taxed, so long as they shall. be owned and used 
exclusively for such purpose. 

Sec. 4. The property, real and personal, of the State, counties, 
cities, towns and other municipal corporations, and public libraries 
shall be exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 5. Lots, with the buildings thereon, if said buildings are 
used solely and exclusively for religious worship, for schools, or 
for stri¢tly charitable purposes, also cemeteries not used or held for 
private or corporate profit, shall be exempt from taxation, unless 
otherwise provided by general law. 

Sec. 6. All laws exempting from taxation property other than 
that hereinbefore mentioned, shall be void. 

Sec. 7. The General Assembly shall not impose taxes for the 
purposes of any county, city, town or other municipal corporation, 
but may, by law, vest in the corporate authorities thereof respect- 
ively the power to assess and colleét taxes for all purposes of such 
corporation. 

Sec. 8. No county, city, toi or other municipal corporation, 
the inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shali be released 
or discharged from their or its proportionate share of taxes to be 
lèvied for State purposes. 

Sec. 9. The power to tax corporations and corporate property, 
real and personal, shall never be relinquished or suspended. 


Sec. 10. All corporations in this State, or doing business there- 
in, shall be subject to taxation for State, county, school, municipal | 
and other purposes, on the real and personal. property owned or 
used by them within the territorial limits of the authority levying 
the tax.. 

Sec. 11. The rate of taxation on property, for State purposes, 
shall never exceed six mills on each dollar of valuation; and when- 
ever. the taxable property within the State shall amount to one 
hundred million dollars, the rate shall not exceed four mills on 
each dollar of valuation; and whenever the taxable property with- 
in the State shall amount to three hundred million dollars, the rate 
shall never thereafter exceed two mills on each dollar of valuation, 
unless a proposition to increase such rate, specifying the rate pro- 
posed, and the time during which the same shall be levied, be first 
submitted to a vote of such of the qualified electors of the State as 
in the year next preceding such election, shall have paid a property 
tax assessed to them within the State, and a majority of those voting 
thereon shall vote in favor thereof, in such manner as may be pro- 
vided by law. 

Sec. 12. The Treasurer shall keep a separate account of each 
fund in his hands; and shall, at the end of each quarter of the fiscal 
year, report to the Governor i in writing, under oath, the amount of — 
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all moneys in his hands to the credit of every such fund, and the 
place where the same are kept or deposited, and the number and 
amount of every warrant received, and the number and amount of 
every warrant paid therefrom during the quarter. Swearing falsely 
to any such report shall be deemed perjury. The Governor shall 
cause every such report to be immediately published in at least 
one newspaper printed at the seat of government, and otherwise as 
the General- ASsembly may require. The General Assembly may. 
provide by law further regulations for the safe-keeping and manage- 
ment of the public funds in the hands of the Treasurer, but, not- 
withstanding any such regulation, the Treasurer and his sureties 
shall in all cases be held responsible therefor. 

Sec. 13. The making of profit, directly or indirectly, out of 
State, county, city, town or school district money, or using the 
same for any purpose not authorized by law, by any public officer, 
shall be deemed a felony, and shall be punished as provided by 
law. 

Sec. 14. Private property shall not be taken or sold for the pay- 
ment of the corporate debt of municipal corporations. 


Sec. 15. There shall be a State Board of Equalization, consist- 
ing of the Governor, State Auditor, State Treasurer, Secretary of 
State, and Attorney General; also, in each county of this State, a 
County Board of Eqalization, consisting of the Board of County 
Commissioners of said county. The duty of the State Board of 
Equalization shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation of real 
and personal: property among the several counties of the State. 
The duty of the County Board of Equalization shall be to adjust 
and equalize the valuation of real and personal property within their 
respective counties. Each Board shall also perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. No appropriation shall be made, nor any expenditure 
authorized by the General Assembly, whereby the expenditure of 
the State, during any fiscal year, shall exceed the total tax then 
provided for by law and applicable for such appropriation or expen- 
diture, unless the General Assembly making such appropriation 
shall provide for levying a sufficient tax, not exceeding the rates 
allowed in section eleven of this article, to pay such appropriation 
or expenditure within such fiscal year. This provision shall not 
apply to appropriations or expenditures to suppress insurrection, 
F the State, or assist in defending the United States in time 
oi war, - ? 
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=- ARTICLE XI. 


PUBLIC INDEBTEDNESS. 


SEcTION I. Neither the State, nor any county, city, town, town- 
ship`or school district, shall lend or pledge the credit or faith there- 
of, directly or indirectly, in any manner to, or in aid of; any person, 
company or corporation, public or private, for any amount or for 
any purpose whatever, or become responsible for any debt, con- 
tract or liability of any person, company or corporation, public or 
private, in or out of the State. 

Src. 2. Neither the State nor any county, city, town, township 
or school district shall make any donation or grant to, or in aid of, 
or become a subscriber to, or shareholder in, any corporation or 
company, or a joint owner with any person, company or corpora- 
tion, public or private, in or out of the State, except as to such own- 
ership as may accrue to the State by escheat, or by forfeiture, by 
operation or provision of law; and except as to such ownership as 
may accrue to the State, or to any county, city, town, township or 
school district, or to either or any of them, jointly with any person, 
company ‘or corporation, by forfeiture or sale of real estate for non- 
payment of taxes, or by donation or devise for public use, or by 
purchase by or on behalf of any or either of them, jointly with any 
or either of them, under execution in cases of fines, penalties or for- 
feiture of recognizance, breach of condition of official bond, or of 

Vga to secure public moneys, or the performance of any contract 
n which they or any of them may be jointly or severally inter- 
ested. 

Src. 3. The State shall not contract any debt by loan, in any 
form, except to provide for casual deficiencies of revenue, erect 
public buildings for use of the State, suppress insurrection, defend 
the State, or, in time of war, assist in defending the United States ; 
and the amount of debt contracted in any one year to provide for 
deficiencies of the revenue shall not exceed one-fourth of a mill on 
each dollar of valuation of taxable property within the State, and 
the aggregate amount of such debt shall not at any time exceed 
three-fourths of a mill on each dollar of said valuation until the val- 
uation shall equal one hundred millions of dollars, and thereafter 
such debt shall not exceed one hundred thousand dollars; and the 
debt incurred in any one year for erection of public buildings shall 
not exceed one-half mill on each dollar of said valuation, and. the 
aggregate amount of such debt shall never at any time exceed the 
sum of fifty thousand dollars (except as provided ins section 5 of 
this article), and in all cases the valuation in this section mentioned 
shall be that of the assessment last preceding the creation of said 
debt. ° . 
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Sec. 4. In no case shall any debt above mentioned in this article 
be treated except by a law which shall be irrepealable until the 
indebtedness therein provided for shall have been fully paid or dis- 
charged; such law shall specify the purposes to which the funds so 
raised shall be applied, and provide for the levy of a tax sufficient 
to pay the interest on, and extinguish the principal of, such debt, 
within the time limited by such law for the payment thereof, which - 
in the case of debts contracted for the erection of public buildings 
and supplying deficiencies of revenue, shall not be less than ten 
nor more than fifteen years, and the funds arising from the collec- 
tion of any such tax shall not be applied to any other purpose than 
that provided in the law levying the same; and.when the debt 
thereby created shall be paid or discharged, such tax shall cease,, 
and the balance, if any, to the credit of the fund, shall immediately 
be placed to the credit of the general fund of the State. 


Sec. 5. A debt for the purpose of erecting public buildings may 
be created by law, as provided for in section 4. of this article, not 
excéeding in the aggregate three mills on each dollar of said valu- 
ation ; provided, that before going into effect, such law shall be rat- 
ifed by the vote of a majority of such qualified electors of the State 
as shall vote thereon at a general election, under ‘such regulations 
as the General Assembly may prescribe. 

Sec. 6.. No county shall contract any debt by loan in any form, 


_except for the purpose of erecting necessary public buildings, 


making or repairing public roads and bridges; and such indebted- 
ness contracted in any one year shall not exceed the rates upon, the 
taxable property. 'in such county, following, to-wit: Counties in 
which the assessed valuation of taxable property shall exceed five 
millions of dollars, one dollar and fifty cents on each thousand dol- 
lars thereof, Counties in which such valuation shall be less than 
five millions of dollars, three dollars on each thousand dollars 
thereof. -And the aggregate amount of indebtedness of any county 
for all purposes, exclusive of debts contracted before the adoption 
of this Constitution, shall not at any time exceed twice the amount 
above herein limited, unless when in manner provided by law, the 
question of incurring such debt shall, at a general election, be sub- 
mitted to such of the qualified electors of such county as in the 
year last preceding such election shall have paid a tax upon prop- 
erty assessed to them in. such county, and a majority of those . 
voting thereon shall vote in favor of incurring the debt, but the - 
bonds, if any be.issued therefor, shall not run less than ten years, 
and the aggregate amount of debt so contracted shall not at any 
time exceed twice the rate upon the valuation last herein men- 
tioned ; provided, that this section shall not apply to counties hav- 
ing a valuation of less than one million of dollars. 

Sec. 7. No debt by loan in any form shall be contracted by any 
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school district for the purpose of erecting and furnishing school 
buildings, or purchasing grounds, unless the proposition to create 
such debt shall first be submitted to such qualified electors of the 
districts as shall have paid a school tax therein, in the year next 
preceding such election, and a majority of those voting thereon 
shall vote in favor of incurring such debt. 

Src. 8. No city or town shall contract any debt by loan in any 
form, except by means of an ordinance, which shall be irrepealable 
until the indebtedness therein provided for shall have been fully 
paid or discharged; specifying the purposes to which the funds to 
` be raised shall be applied, and providing for the levy of a tax, not 
exceeding twelve mills on each dollar of valuation of taxable prop- 
erty within such city or town, sufficient to pay the annual interest, 
and extinguish the principal of such debt within fifteen, but not less 
than ten Years from the creation thereof; and such tax when col- 
lected shall be applied only to the purposes in such ordinance spec- 
ified, until the indebtedness shall be paid or discharged. But no 
such debt shall be created unless the question of incurring the 
same shall, at a regular election for councilmen, aldermen or offi- 
cers of such, city or town, be submitted to a vote of such qualified 
electors thereof as shall, in the year next preceding, have paid a 
property tax therein, and a majority of those voting on the ques- 
tion, by ballot deposited in a separate ballot-box, shall vote in favor 
of creating such debt; but the aggregate amount of debt so created, 
together with the debt existing at the time of such election, shall 
not at any time exceed three per cent. of the valuation last afore- 
said. -Debts contracted for supplying water to such city or town 
are excepted from: the operation of this section. The valuation in 
this section mentioned shall be in all cases that of the assessment 
next preceding the last assessment before the adoption of such or- 
dinance. 

Sec. 9. Nothing contained in this article shall be so construed 
as to either impair or add to the obligation of any debt heretofore 
contracted by any county, city, town or school district, in accord- 
ance with the laws of Colorado Territory, or prevent the contract- 
ing of any debt, or the issuing of bonds therefor, in accordance 
with said laws, upon any proposition for that purpose which may 
have been, according to said laws, submitted to a vote of the qual- 
ified electors of any county, city, town or school district,before the 
day on which this Constitution takes effect. 


ARTICLE XII. 
OFFICERS. 


SECTION I. Every person holding any civil office under the State 
or any municipality therein, shall, unless‘removed according to 
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law, exercise the duties of such office until his successor is duly 
qualified; but this shall not apply to members of the General As- 
sembly, nor to members of any board or assembly, two or more of 
whom are elected at the same time; the General Assembly may by 
law provide for suspending any officer in his functions, pending 
impeachment or prosecution for misconduct in office. 

Src. 2. No person shall hold any office or employment of trust 
or profit, under the laws of the State or any ordinance of any mu- 
nicipality therein, without devoting his personal attention to the 
duties of the same. 

Sec. 3. No person who is now or hereafter may become a col- 
lector or receiver of public money, or the deputy or assistant of 
such collector or receiver, and who shall have become a defaulter 
in his office, shall be eligible to or assume the duties of any office 
of trust or profit in this State, under the laws thereof, or of any mu- 
nicipality therein, until he shall have accounted for and paid over 
all public money for which he may be accountable. 

Sec. 4. No person hereafter convicted of embezzlement of public 
moneys, bribery, perjury, solicitation of bribery, or subornation of 
perjury, shall be eligible to the General Assembly, or capable of 
holding any office of trust or profit in this State. 


Sec. 5. The District Court of each county shall, at each term 
thereof, specially give in charge tothe grand jury, if there be one, 
the laws regulating the accountability of the County Trea¥urer, and 
shall appoint a committee of such grand jury, or of other reputa- 
ble persons, not exceeding five, to investigate the official accounts 
and affairs of the Treasurer of such county, and report to the court 
the condition thereof. The Judge of the District Court may ap- 
point a like committee im vacation at any time, but not oftenerthan 
once in every three months. The District Court of the county 
wherein the seat of government may be, shall have the like power 
to appoint committees to investigate the official accounts .and 
affairs of the State Treasurer and the Auditor of State. 

Sec. 6. Any civil officer or member of the General Assembly 
who shall solicit, demand or receive, or consent to receive, directly 
or indirectly, for himself or for another, from any company, cor- 
poration or person, any money, office, appointment, employment, 
testimonial, reward, thing of value or enjoyment, or of personal 
advantage or promise thereof, for his vote, official influence or 
action, or for withholding the same, or with an understanding that 
his official influence or action shall be inany way influenced thereby, - 
or who shall solicit or demand any such money or advantage, mat- 
ter or thing aforesaid for another, as the consideration of his vote, 
official influence or action, or for withholding the same, or shall 
give or withhold his vote, official influence or action, in considera- 
tion of the payment or promise of such money, advantage, matter 
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or thing to another, shall be held guilty of bribery, or solicitation 
of bribery, as the case may be, within the meaning of this Consti- 
tution, and shall incur the disabilities provided thereby for such 
offense, and such additional punishment as is or shall be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 7. Every member of the General Assembly shall, before 
he enters upon his official duties, take an oath or affirmation to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States and of the State of Col- 
orado, and to faithfully perform the duties of his office according 
to the best of his ability. This oath, or affirmation, shall be ad- 


ministered in the hall of the House to which the member shall 


have been elected. 

Sec. 8. Every civil officer, except members of the General As- 
sembly and such inferior officers as may be by law exempted, shall, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe an 
oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States 
and of the State of Colorado, and to faithfully perform the duties 
of the office upon which he shall be about to enter. 

Sec. 9. Officers of the Executive Department and Judges of the 
Supreme and Districts Courts, and District Attorneys, shall file 
their oaths of office with the Secretary of State; every other officer 
shall file his oath of office with the County Clerk of the county 


. wherein he shall have been elected. 


Sec. 10. If any person elected or appointed to any office dali 
refuse or neglect to qualify therein within the time prescribed by 
law, such office shall -be deemed vacant. 


Sec. 11. Theterm of, office of any officer elected to fill a vacancy, 


shall terminate at the expiration of the term during which the va- 
cancy occurred. ` 

Sec. 12. No person who shall betc fight a duel, or assist in 
the same as a second, or send, accept or knowingly carry a chal- 


lenge therefor, or agree to go out of the State to fight 4 duel, shall 


hold any office í in the State. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
IMPEACHMENTS. 


Secrion 1. The House of Representatives shall have the sole 
power of impeachment. The concurrence of a majority of all the 
members shall be necessary to an impeachment. All impeach- 
ments shall be tried by the Senate, and when sitting for that pur- 
pose, the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation to do justice 
according to.law and evidence. When the Governor or Lieutenant 


t 


STATE OF COLORADO. aT 


Governor is on trial, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
preside. No person shall be convicted without a concurrence of 
two-thirds of the Senators elected. 

Sec. 2. The Governor and other State and Judicial- Officers, 
except County Judges and Justices of the Peace, shall be liable to 
impeachment for high crimes or misdemeanors, or malfeasance in 
office, but judgment in such cases shall only "extend to removal 
from office and disqualification to hold. any office of honor, trust or 
profit in the State. The party, whether convicted or acquitted, 
shall, nevertheless, be liable to prosecution, trial, judgment and 
punishment according to law. 

Sec. 3. All officers not liable to impeachment shall be subject to 
removal for misconduct or malfeasance in office; in such manner as 
may -be provided by law. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
COUNTIES. 


SecTION 1. The several counties of the Territory of Colorado, 
as they now exist, are hereby declared to be counties of the State. 

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall have no power to remove 
the county seat of any county, but the removal of county seats 
shall be provided for by general law, and no county seat shall be 
removed unless a majority of the qualified electors of the county, 
` voting on the proposition at a general. election, vote therefor; and 
no such proposition shall bé submitted oftener than once in four 
years, and no person shall vote on such proposition who shall not 
have resided in the county six months and in the election precinct 
ninety days next preceding such election. 

Sec. 3. No part of the territory of any county shall be striken 
off and added to an adjoining county, without first submitting the 
question to the qualified voters of the county from which the 
territory is proposed to be stricken off; nor unless a majority of all 
the qualified voters of said county -voting on the question shall 
vote therefor. 

Sec. 4. In all cases of the establishment of any new county, the 
new county shall be held to pay its ratable proportion of all then 
„existing liabilities of the county or counties from which such new 
county shall be formed, 

Sec. 5. When any part of a ‘county is stricken off and attached 
to another county, the part stricken off shall be held to pay its 
ratable proportion of all then existing liabilities of the county from 
which it is taken. 
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COUNTY OFFICERS. 


Sec. 6. In each county there shafi be elected for the term of three 
years, three County Commissioners, who shall hold sessions for the 
transaction of county business as provided by law; any two of 
whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaétion of business. 
One of said commissioners shall be elected on the first Tuesday of 
October, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and every year there- 
after one such officer shall be elected in each county, at the general 
election, for the term of three years; provided, that when the pop- 
ulation of any county shall exceed ten thousand, the Board of 
County Commissioners may consist of five members, who shall be 
elected as provided by law, any three of whom shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Sec. 7. The compensation of all county and pec officers 
shall be as provided by law. - 

Sec. 8. There shall be elected in each county, on the first Tues- 
day of Oétober, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sev- 
enty-seven, and every alternate year forever thereafter, one County 
Clerk, who shall be ex officio Recorder of Deeds and Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners; one Sheriff; one Coroner; one 
Treasurer, who shall be collector of taxes ; one County Superin- 


tendent of Schools; one cou Surveyor, and one County Asses- 


Sor. 
' Sec. g. In case of a vacancy occurring in the office of County 
Commissioner, the Governor shall fill the same by appointment ; 
and in the case of a vacancy in any other county office, or in any 
precinct office, the Board of County Commissioners shall fill the 
same’ by appointment; and the person appointed shall hold the 
office until the next general election, or until the vacancy be filled 
by election according to law. 

Src. 10. No person shall be eligble to any county office unless 
he be a qualified elector; nor unless he shall have resided in the 
the county one year preceding his election. 

Sec. 11. There shall, at the first election at which county off- 
cers are chosen, and annually thereafter, be elected in each precinct 
one justice of the peace and one constable, who shall each hold his 
office for the term of two years; provided, that in precincts contain- 
ing five thousand or more inhabitants, the number of justices and 
constables may be increased as provided by law. 

Sec. 12. The General Assembly shall provide for the election 
or appointment of such other county, township, precinct and mu- 
nicipal officers as public convenience may require; and their terms 
of office shall be as prescribed by law, not in any case to exceed 
two years. ` 

SEC. 13. The General doan shall provide, by general laws, 
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for the organization and classification of cities and towns. The. 
number of such classes shall not exceed four, and the powers of 
each class shall be defined by general laws, so that all municipal 
corporations of the same class ‘shall possess the same powers, and 
be subject to the same restrictions. 

Sec. 14. The General Assembly shall also make provision, by 
general law, whereby any city, town or village, incorporated by 
any special or local law, may elect to become subject to'and be 
governed by the general ‘law relating to such corporations. 

Sec. 15. For the purpose of providing for and regulating the 
compensation of county and precinct officers, the General Assem- 
bly shall, by law, classify the several counties of the State accord- 
ing to population, and shall grade and: fix the compensation of the 
officers within the respective classes according to the population 
thereof. Such law shall establish scales of fees to be charged and 
collected by such of the county and precinct officers as. may be 
designated therein, for services to be performed by them respect- 
ively ; and where salaries are provided, the same shall be payable 
only out of the fees actually colleéted in all cases where fees are 
prescribed. All fees, perquisites and emoluments, above the amount 
of such salaries, shall be paid into the county treasury. 


ARTICLE XV. `> 0 


f 


CORPORATIONS. 
| 


SECTION I. All existing charters or grants of special or exclu- 
sive privileges, under which the corporators or grantees shall not 
have organized and commenced business in good faith at the time 
of the adoption of this Constitution, shall thereafter have no val- 
idity. R 

Sec. 2. No charter of incorporations shall be granted, extended, 
changed or amended by special law, except for such municipal, 
charitable, educational, penal or reformatory corporations as are or 
may be under the control of the State; but the General Assembly 
shall provide by general laws for the organization of corporations 


* hereafter to be created. 


SEC. 3. The General Assembly shall have the power to alter, 
revoke or annul any charter of incorporation now existing and 
revocable at the adoption of this Constitution, or any that may 
hereafter be created, whenever in their opinion it may be injurious 
to the citizens of the State, in such manner, however, that no 
injustice shall be done to the corporators. - 

SEC. 4. All railroads shall be public highways, and all railroad 
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companies shall be common carriers. Any association or corpora- 
tion organized for the purpose, shall have the right to construct and 
operate a railroad between any designated points within this State, 
and to eonnett at the State line with railroads of other States and 


- Territories. Every railroad company shall have the right with its 


road to interse¢t, connect with or cross any other railroad. 

Sec. 5.,No railroad corporation, or the lessees or managers 
thereof, shall consolidate its stock, property or franchises with any 
other railroad corporation owning or having under its control a 
parallel or competing*line. 

Sec. 6. All individuals, associations and corporations shall have 
equal rights to have persons and property transported over any 
railroad in this State, and no undue or unreasonable discrimina- 
tion shall be made in charges or in facilities for transportation of 
freight or passengers within the State, and no railroad company, 
nor any lessee, manager or employé thereof, shall give any prefer- 
ence to individuals, associateins or corporations in furnishing cars 
or motive power. 

Src. 7. No railroad or other transportation company in exist- 
ence at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall have 
the benefit of any future legislation without first filing in the office 
of the Secretary of State an acceptance of the provisions of this 
Constitution in binding form. 

Sec. 8. The right of eminent domain shall never be abridged, 
nor so construed as to prevent the General Assembly from taking 
the property and franchises of incorporated companies and sub- 
jecting them to public use, the same as the property of individuals ; 
and the police powers of. the State shall never be abridged, or so 
construed as to permit corporations to conduct their business in 
such manner as to infringe the equal rights of individuals, or the 
general well-being of the State. 

SEC. 9. No corporation shall issue stocks or bonds, except for 
labor done, services performed, or money or property actually 
received, and all fictitious increase of stock or indebtedness shall 
be void. The stock of corporations shall not be increased except 
in pursuance of general law, nor without the consent of the per- 
sons holding a`majority of the stock, first obtained at a meeting 
held after at least thirty days’ notice given in pursuance of law. 


Sec. 10. No foreign corporation shall do any business in this 
State without having one or more known places of business, and 
an authorized agent or agents in the same, upon whom process 
may be served. 

Sec. 11. No street railroad shall be constructed within any city, 
town, or incorporated village, without the consent of the local 
authorities having the control of the street or r highway proposed 
to be occupied by such street railroad. 
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Sec. 12. The General Assembly shall pass no law for the bene- 
fit of a railroad or other corporation, or any individual, or associa- 
tion of individuals, retrospective in its operation, or which i imposes 
on the people of any county or municipal subdivision of the State, 
a new liability in respect to transactions or considerations already 
past. 

SEc. 13. Any association or corporation, or the lessees or man- 
agers thereof, organized for. the purpose, or any individual, shall 
have the right to construct and maintain lines of telegraph within 
this State, and to connect the same with other lines, and the Gen- 
eral Assembly shall, by general law of uniform operation, provide 
reasonable regulations to give full effect to this section. No tele- 
graph company shall consolidate with, or.hold a controlling inter- 
est in, the stock or bonds of any other telegraph company owning 
or having the control of a competing line, or acquire, by purchase 
or otherwise, any other competing line of telegraph. 

Sec..14. If any railroad, telegraph, express or other corporation 
organized under any of the laws of this State, shall consolidate, by 
sale or otherwise, with any railroad, telegraph, express, or other cor- 
poration organized under any laws ‘of any other State or Territory, 
or of the United States, the same shall not thereby become a foreign 
corporation, but the courts of this State shall retain jurisdiction 
over that part of the corporate property within the limits of the 
State in all matters which may arise, as if said nese had 
not taken place. ' E 

Sec. 15. It shall be unlawful for any person, company or cor- 
‘poration to require of its servants or employés, as a condition of 
their employment or otherwise, any contract or agreement whereby 
such person, company or corporarion shall be released or dis- 
charged from liability or responsibility on account of personal 
injuries received by such servants or employés while in the service 
of such person, company or corporation, by reason of the negli- 
gence of such person, company or corporation, or the agents or 
employés thereof, and such contracts shall be absolutely null and 
void. 


“ARTICLE XVI. 
MINING AND IRRIGATION. 
MINING. 


Section 1. There shall be established and maintained the office 
of Commissioner of Mines, the duties and salary of which shall be 
prescribed by law. When said office shall be established, the Gov- 
ernor shall, with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint 
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thereto a person known to be competent, whose term of office shall 
be four years. . 

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall provide by law for the 
proper ventilation of mines, the construction of escapement shafts, 
and such other appliances as may be necessary to protect the 
health and secure the safety of the workmen therein; and shall 
prohibit the employment in the mines of children under twelve 
years of age. 

Sec. 3. The General Assembly may make such regulations, 
from time to time, as may be necessary for the proper and equita- 
ble drainage of mines. : 

Sec. 4. The General Assembly may provide that the science of 
mining and metallurgy be taught in one or more of the institutions 


_of learning under the patronage of the State. 


IRRIGATION. 


Sec. 5. The water of every natural stream, not heretofore appro- 
priated, within the State of Colorado, is hereby declared to be the 
property of the public, and the same is dedicated to the use of the 
people of the State, subject to appropriation as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 6. The right to divert the unappropriated waters of any 
natural stream to beneficial uses shall never be denied. Priority of 
appropriation shall give the better right as between those using the 
water for the same purpose; but when the waters of any natural 
stream are not sufficient for the service of all those desiring the 
use of the same, those using the water for domestic purposes shall 
have the preference over those claiming for any other purpose, and 
those using the water for agricultural purposes shall have prefer- 
ence over those using the same for manufacturing purposes. 

Sec. 7. All persons and corporations shall have the right of 
way across public, private and corporate lands for the construction 
of ditches, canals and flumes, for the purpose of conveying water 
for domestic purposes for the irrigation of agricultural lands, and 
for mining and manufacturing purposes, and for drainage, upon 
payment of just compensation. > 

Sec. 8. The General Assembly shall provide by law that the 
Board of County Commissioners, in their respective counties, shall 
have power, when application is made to them by either party in- 
terested, to establish reasonable maximum rates to be charged for 
the use of water, whether furnished by individuals or corpora- 
tions. ' 


STATE OF COLORADO, 43 


ARTICLE XVII. 
MILITIA. 


SEcTION I. The militia of the State shall consist of all able- 
bodied male residents of the State; between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five years; except such persons as may be .exempted by 
the laws of the United States, or of the State. 

Sec. 2. The organization, equipment and discipline of the 
militia shall conform, as nearly as practicable, to the regulations for 
the government of the armies ofthe United States. 

Sec. 3. The Governor shall appoint all general, field and staff 
officers, and commission them. Each company shall elect its own 
officers, who shall be commissioned by the Governor; but if any 
company shall fail to elect such officers within the time prescribed 
by law, they may be appointed by the Governor. .° 

Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall provide for the safe-keep- 
ing of the public arms, military records, relics and banners of the 
State. - 

Sec. 5. No person having conscientious scruples against bear- 
ing arms shall be-compelled to do militia duty in time of peace ; 
provided, such person shall pay an equivalent for such exemp- 
tion. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


SECTION 1. The General Assembly shall pass liberal homestead 
and exemption laws. s 

Sec. 2. The Geneaal Assembly shall have no power to author- 
ize lotteries or gift enterprises for any purpose, and shall pass laws 
to prohibit the sale of lottery or gift enterprise tickets in this 
State. 
Sec. 3. It shall be the dyty of the General Assembly to pass 
such laws as may be necessary and proper to decide differences by 
arbitrators, to be appointed by mutual agreement of the parties to 
any controversy, who may choose that mode of adjustment. The 
powers and duties of such arbitrators shall be as prescribed by 
- law. 
' Sec. 4. The term felony, wherever it may occur in this Consti- 
tution, or the laws of the State, shall be construed to mean any 
criminal offense punishable by death or imprisonment in the peni- 
tentiary, and none other. 

Src. 5. The General Assembly shall prohibit by law the impor- 
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tation into this State, for the purpose of sale, of any spurious, poi- 
sonous or drugged spirituous liquors, or spirituous liquors adulter- 
ated with any poisonous or deleterious substance, mixture or 
compound; and shall prohibit the compounding or manufacture 
within this State, except for chemical or mechanical purposes, of 
any of said liquors, whether they be denominated spirituous, vinous 
malt or otherwise; and shall also prohibit the sale of any such 
liquors to be used as a beverage, and any violation of either of 
said prohibitions shall be punished by fine and imprisonment. The 
General Assembly shall provide by law for the condemnation and 
destruction of all spurious, poisonous or drugged liquors herein 
prohibited. p ~ 

Sec. 6. The General Assembly shall enact laws in order to pre- 
vent the destruction of, and to keep in good preservation the for- 
ests upon the lands of the State, or upon lands of the public do- 
main, the control of which shall be conferred by Congress upon 
the State. . ` 

Sec. 7. The General Assembly may provide that the increase in 
the value of private lands, caused by the planting of hedges, orch- 
ards and forests thereon, shall not, for a limited time, to be fixed 
by law, be taken into account in assessing such lands for taxa- 
tion. i 

Sec. 8. The General Assembly shall provide for the publication 
of the laws passed at each session thereof; and, until the year 1900, 
they shall cause to be published in Spanish and German, a suffi- 
cient number of copies of said laws to sùpply that portion of the 
inhabitants of the State who speak those languages, and who may 
be unable to read and understand the English language. 


~ 


ARTICLE XIX. 


FUTURE AMENDMENTS. 


Section 1. The General Assembly may, at any time, by a vote 
of two-thirds of the members elected to each House, recommend to 
the electors of the State, to vote at the next general election, for or 
against a. Convention to revise, alter and amend this Constitution; 
and if a majority of those voting on the question shall declare in 
favor of such Convention, the General Assembly shall, at its next 
session, provide for the calling thereof. The number of members 
of the Convention shall be twice that of the Senate, and they shall 
be elected in the same manner, at the same places, and in the same 
districts. The General Assembly shall, in the act calling the Con- 
vention, designate the day, hour and place of its meeting; fix the 
pay of its members and officers, and provide for the payment of the 
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same, together with the necessary expenses of the Convention. Be- 
fore proceeding the members shall take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States and of the State of Colorado, 
and to faithfully discharge their duties as members of the Conven- 
tion. The qualifications of members shall be the same as of mem- ` 
bers of the Senate, and vacancies occurring shall be filled in the man- ` 
ner provided for filling vacancies in thé General Assembly. Said 
Convention shall-meet within three months after such election, and 
prepare such revisions, alterations ar amendments to the Constitution 
as may be deemed necessary, which shall be submitted to the elec- 
tors for their ratification or rejection at an election appointed by the 
Convention for that purpose, not less than two nor more than six 
months after the adjournment thereof; and unless so submitted and 
approved by a majority of the electors voting at the election, no 
such revision, alteration of amendment shall take effect. 

Sec. 2. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution 
may be proposed in either House of the General Assembly, and if 
the same shall be voted for by two-thirds of all the members 
` elected to each House, such proposed amendments, together with 
the ayes and noes of each House thereon, shall be entered in full on 
their respective journals; and the Secretary of State shall cause the 
said amendment or amendments to be published in full in at least one 
newspaper in each county, (if such their be,) for three months pre- 
vious to the next general election for members to the General 
Assembly; and at said election the said amendment ‘or amend- 
ments shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State for 
their approval or rejection, and such as are approved by a majority 
of those voting thereon, shall become part of this Constitution ; 
but the General Assembly shall have no power to propose amend- 
ments to more than one Article of this Constitution at the same 


session. i 


SCHEDULE. 


That no inconvenience may arise by reason of the change in 
the form of government, it is hereby ordained and declared: 


SEcTION I. That all laws in force at the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion shall, so far as not inconsistent therewith, remain of the same 
force as if this Constitution had not been adopted until they expire 
by their own limitation, or are altered or repealed by the General 

“Assembly ; and all rights, actions, prosecutions, claims and con-. 
tracts of the Territory of Colorado, counties, individuals or bodies 
corporate (not inconsistent therewith), shall continue as if the form 
of government had not been changed and this Constitution adopted. 
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Sec. 2. That all recognizances, obligations and all other instru- 
ments entered into or executed before the admission of the State, 
to the Territory of Colorado, or to any county, school district, or 
other municipality therein, or any officer thereof, and all fines, 
taxes, penalties and forfeitures due or owing to the Territory of 
Colorado, or any such county, school district or municipality, or 
officer, and all writs, prosecutions, actions and -causes of action, 
except as herein otherwise provided, shall continue and remain 
unaffected by the change of the form of government. All indict- 
ments which shall have been found, or may hereafter be found, and 
all informations which shall have been filed, or may hereafter be 
filed, for any crime or offense committed before this Constitution 
takes effect, may be proceeded upon as if no change had taken place, 
except as otherwise provided in the Constitution. 


Sec. 3. That all property, real and personal, and all moneys, 
credits, claims and choses it action, belonging to the Territory of 
Colorado, at the adoption of this Constitution, shall be vested in 
and become the property of the State of Colorado. 

Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall pass all necessary laws to 
carry into effect the provisions of the Constitution. 

| Sec. 5. Whenever any two of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
of the State, elected or appointed under the provisions of this Con- 
stitution, shall have qualified in their office, the causes theretofore 
pending in the Supreme Court of the Territory, and the papers, re- 
cords and proceedings of said court, and the seal and other proper- 
ty pertaining thereto, shall pass into the jurisdiction and possession 
~ of the Supreme Court of the State; and, until so superceded, the 
Supreme Court of the Territory, and the Judges thereof, shall con- 
tinue with like powers and ‘jyrisdiction as if this Constitution had 
not been adopted. Whenever the Judge of the District Court of 
any district, elected or appointed under the provisions of this Con- 
stitution, shall have qualified in his office, the several causes there- 
tofore pending in the District Court of the Territory, within any 
county in such district, and the records, papers and proceedings of 
said District Court, and the seal and other property pertaining 
thereto, shall pass into the jurisdiction and possession of the Dis- 
trict Court of the State for such county, and until'the district courts 
of the Territory shall be superceded in manner aforesaid, the said 
district courts and the Judges thereof shall continue with the same 
jurisdiction and powers to be exercised in the same judicial dis- 
tricts respectively as heretofore constituted under the laws of the 
Territory. 

Sec. 6. The terms of office of the several jaded of the Supreme 
and District Courts and the District Attorneys of the several judi- 
cial districts first elected under this Constitution, shall commence 
from the day of filing their respective oaths-of office. in the office of 
the Secretary of State. 
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Sec. 7. Until otherwise provided by law, the seals now in use in 
the Supreme and District Coùrts of this Territory are hereby de- 
clared to be the seals of the Supreme and District Courts respect- 
ively of the State. 

Sec. 8. Whenever this Constitution shall go into effect, the 
books, records, papers and proceedings of the Probaté Court in 
each county, and all causes and matters of administration pending 
therein, shall pass into the jurisdiction and possession of the Coun- 
ty Court of the same county, and the said County Court shall pro- 
ceed to final decree or judgment, order or other determination, in 
the said several matters and causes as the said Probate Court might 
. have done if this Constitution had not beén adopted. And until 
the election of the County Judges provided for in this Constitution, 
the Probate Judges shall act as Judges of the County Courts within 
- their respective counties, and the seal of the Probate Court in each 
county shall be the seal of the County Court therein until the said 
court shall have procured a proper seal. 

Sec. 9. The terms “Probate Court” or “Probate Judge,” when- 
ever occurring in the statutes of Colorado Territory, shall, after the 
adoption of this- Constitution, be held to.apply to the County. Court 
or County Judge; and all laws specially applicable to the Probate 
Court in any county, shall be construed to apply to and be in force 
as to the County Court in the same county, until repealed. 

Sec. 10. All county and precinct officers who may be in office 
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall hold their te- 
spective offices for the full time for which they may have been elect- 
ed, and until such time as their successors may be elected and 
qualified, in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution, and 
the official bonds of all such officers shall continue in full force and 
effect as though this Constitution had not been adopted. 

Sec. 11. All county offices that may become vacant during the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, by the expiration 
of the term of the persons elected to said offices, shall be filled at 
the general election on the first Tuesday in October, in the year . 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, and except County 
Commissioners, the persons so elected shall hold their respective 
offices for the term of one year. 

Sec. 12. The provisions of this Constitution shall, be in. force 
from the day on which the President of the United States shall 
issue his proclamation declaring the State of-Colorado admitted 
into the Union; and the Governor, Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor 
and Superintendent of Public Instruction of the Territory of Col- 
orado shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
offices after the admission of the State into the Union, until the 
` qualification of the officers elected or appointed under the State 
government; and said officers, for the time they may serve, shall 
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receive the same compensation as the State officers shall by law be 
paid for like services. 

SEc. 13. In case of a contest of election between candidates, at 
the first general election under this Constitution, for Judges of the 
Supreme, District or County Courts, or District Attorneys, the 
evidence shall be taken in the manner prescribed by Territorial 
law ; and the testimony so taken shall be certified to the Secretary 
of State, and said officer, together with the Governor and Attorney 
General, shall review the testimony and determine who is entitled 
to the certificate of election. ` 

Sec. 14. The votes at the first general election under this Con- 
stitution for the several offices provided for in this Constitution who 
are to be elected at the first election, shall be canvassed in the | 
manner prescribed by the Territorial law for canvassing votes for 
like officers. The votes cast for the Judges of the Supreme and 
District Courts and District Attorneys shall be canvassed by the 
county canvassing board in the manner prescribed by the Territo- 
rial law for canvassing the votes for members of the General 
Assembly ; and the County Clerk shall transmit the abstract of 
votes to the Secretary of-the Territory, acting as Secretary of 
State, under the same regulations as are prescribed by law for 
sending the abstracts of votes for Territorial officers; and the 


_ aforesaid acting Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, or any two 


of them, in the presence of the Governor, shall proceed to canvass 
the votes, under the regulations of sections thirty-five and thirty- 
six of chapter twenty-eight of the Revised Statutes of Colorado 
Territory. 

SEc. 15. Senators and members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the several senatorial 
and representative districts as established in this Constitution, until 
such districts shall be changed by law, and thereafter by the qual- 
ified electors of the several districts as the same shall be established 
by law. - ) 

Src. 16. The votes cast for Representatives in Congress at the 
first election held under this Constitution, shall be canvassed and 
the result determined in the manner provided by the: laws of the 
Territory for the canvass of votes for Delegate in Congress. 

Src. 17. The provision of the Constitution that no bill, except 
the general appropriation bill, introduced in either House after the 
first twenty-five days of the session shall become a law, shall not 
apply to the first session of the General Assembly ; but no bill, 
introduced in either House at the first session of the General - 
Assembly after the first fifty days thereof, shall become a law. 

Sec. 18. A copy of the abstracts of the votes cast at the first 
general election held under this Constitution, shall, by the County 


_ Clerks of the several counties, be returned to the Secretary of the 
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Territory immediately after the canvass of said votes in their several 
counties; and the Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer of the Terri- 
tory, or any two of them, shall, on the twenty-fifth day after the - 
election, meet at the seat of government and proceed to canvass 
the votes cast for members of the General Assembly, and determine 
the result thereof. 

Sec. 19. The General Assembly shall, at their first session, 
immediately after the organization of the two Houses, and after the 
canvass of the votes,for the officers of the Executive Department, 
and before proceeding to other business, provide, by act or joint 
resolution, for the appointment by said General Assembly, of 
electors’in the electoral college; and such joint resolution, or the 
bill for such enactment, may be passed without being printed or 
referred to any committee, or read on more than one day in either 
House, and shall take effect immediately after the concurrence of 
he two Houses therein, and the approval of the Governor thereto 
shall not be necessary. 

Sec. 20. The General Assembly shall provide that after the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, the electors of the 
electoral college shall be chosen by direct vote of the people. 

Sec. 21. The General Assembly shall have power, at their first 
session, to provide for the payment of the expenses of this 
Convention if any there be then remaining unpaid. 

Sec. 22. All recognizances, bail bonds, official bonds, and other 
obligations or undertakings which have been, or at any time before 
the admission of the State, shall be made or entered into and 
expressed to be payable to the people of the Territory of Colorado, 
shall continue in full force, notwithstanding the change in the form 
of government; and any breach thereof, whenever occurring, may, 
after the admission of the State, be prosecuted in the name of the 
people of the State. 


Done in Convention, at the City of Denver, Colorado, this four- 

teenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

| eight hundred and seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
: the United States the one hundredth. 

Tn Witness Whereof, We have hereunto subscribed our names. 


J. C. WILSON, -Presedent. 


H. P. H. BROMWELL, Wm. R. KENNEDY, 
. CASIMIRA BARELA, Wm. L. LEE, 


GEORGE BOYLES, ALVIN MARSH, - 
W. E. BECK, Wm. H. MEYER, 
BYRON L. CARR, S. J. PLUMB, 
Wm. H. CUSHMAN, GEO. E. PEASE, - 

G W. M. CLARK, ROBERT A. QUILLIAN, 
A. D. COOPER, >» LEWIS C. ROCKWELL, 
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H. R. CROSBY, WILBUR F. STONE, 
ROBERT DOUGLAS, W. C. STOVER, 
L C. ELLSWORTH, H. C. THATCHER, 
C. P. ELDER, AGAPETA VIGIL, 
F. J. EBERT, W. W. WEBSTER, 
W. B. FELTON, G. G. WHITE, 
J. M. GARCIA, E. T. WELLS, 


DANIEL HURD, P 
JOHN S. HOUGH, J. S. WHEELER, 

f LAFAYETTE HEAD, J. W. WIDDERFIELD, 
Wm. H. JAMES, A. K. YOUNT. 


ATTEST : 
W. W. COULSON, S 
HERBERT STANLEY, 1st Assistant Secretary. 
H. A. TERPENNING, 2d Assistant Secretary. 


ORDINANCES. 


eed 
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In conformity with the requirements of an Act.of the Congress 
of the United States, entitled “An Act to enable the people of 


‘Colorado to form a Constitution and State Government, and for 


a 


the admission of said State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States,” approved March 3, A. D. 1875, on behalf and 
by the authority of the people of the Territory of Colorado, this 
Convention assembled in pursuance of said Enabling Act, at the 
city of Denver, the capital of said Territory, on the twentieth day 
of December, A. D. 1875, does ordain and declare: 

First—That an election shall be held throughout the Territory 
of Colorado, on the first day of July, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-six, for ratification or rejection of the 
Constitution framed and adopted by the Convention. 

Second—At said election the Constitution framed and adopted 
by this Convention, shall be submitted to the people of the Terri- - 
tory for their ratification or rejection, and all persons who are then 
qualified electors under the laws of the Territory, shall be qualified 
to vote upon the ratification or rejection thereof. l 

Third—Said election shall be held at the several places. in 
the several wards and precincts throughout the Territory, ap-, 
pointed for the holding of elections under the laws of the Terri- 


- tory, and shall be conducted in the manner prescribed by the laws 


of said Territory regulating elections. The judges of elections, 
appointed under the laws of the Territory, in each of said wards 
and precincts, shall act as the judges of said election, and vacancies 
in the board of judges of any ward or precinct shall be filled, and 
clerks of election shall be appointed, in the manner prescribed by said 
laws; provided, that no law requiring a registration of voters shall 
apply to said election, and any qualified elector may at said election 
vote at any ward or precinct in the Territory. Whenever any per- 
son shall present himself to vote at said election, and either of the 
judges shall suspect that such person is not a qualified elector of 
the Territory, or if his vote shall be challenged by any elector who 
has previously voted at the said election, then before the ballot of 
such person shall be received, he shall take and subscribe the fol- 


_ lowing oath or affirmation: “You do solemnly swear (or affirm) 


that you are a resident of county, in the Territory_of 
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Colorado; that you have resided in this Territory six months 
immediately preceding this election; that you have to the best of 
| your knowledge and belief attained the age of twenty-one years, 
7 and have not voted at this election.” 
Y Fourth—Each elector voting at said election shall deposit i in the 
j 


ballot-box a ticket, whereon shall be printed or written the words 
“For the Constitution, ” or the words, “Against the Constitu- 


l tion,” or other equivalent words. 

d Fi ifth—The acting Governor of the Territory shall, within thitty 

: ` days aftėr the adjournment of this Convention, issue his proclama- 
tion for said election, to be held in conformity with the provisions 
of this ordinance; and the Secretary of the Territory shall, on or 
before the fifteenth day of May, A. D. 1876, make out and trans- 
mit to the Sheriff of each county a notice in writing of said election 
together with a copy of this ordinance. 

Sixth—The votes cast at said election for the adoption or rejec- 

tion of the Constitution, shall be canvassed in the manner pre- 
scribed by the laws of the Territory of Colorado for canvassing the . 
votes at general-elections; and the returns of said election shall 
be made totheacting Governor of the Territory, who, with the Chief 
Justice and the United States Attorney of said Territory, or any two 
of them, shall canvass the same, and if a majority of the legal 
votes cast shall be for the Constitution, the acting Governor shall 
certify the same to the President of the United States, together 
with a copy of said Constitution ang the: Ordinances adopted by 

vall this Convention. 


eel one ernie 
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oo In conformity with the requirements of an Act of the Congress 
of the United States, entitled “An Act to enable the People of ` 
Colorado to form a Constitution and State Government, and for the 
admission of said State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States,” approved March 3d, A. D. 1875, on behalf and 
by the authority of the People of the Territory of Colorado, this 
Convention, assembled in pursuance of said Enabling Act, at the 
city of Denver, the capital of said Territory, on the twentieth day 
of December, A.D. 1875, does ordain and declare: 
fiyst—That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be 
L secured, and no inhabitant of said State shall ever be molested in 
person or property, on account of his or her mode of religious 
worship. 
Second—That the people inhabiting the Territory of Colorado, 
by their representatives in said Convention assembled; do agree and 
ciy | ` declare that they forever disclaim all right and title to the unap- 
ie: propriated public lands lying within said Territory, and that the 
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same shall be and remain at the sole and entire disposal of the 
United States; that the lands belonging to citizens of the United 
States residing without said State,.shall never be taxed higher 
than the lands belonging to residents thereof; and that no taxes 
shall be imposed by the State on lands or property therein belong- 
ing to, or which may hereafter be purchased by, the United States. 

Thivd—That this Ordinance shall be irrevocable without the 
consent of the United States and the people of the State of Colo- 
rado.’ E 


Br 1r REMEMBERED, That in the Convention of the Representa- 
tives of the People of the Territory of Colorado, chosen in pursu- 
ance of the Act of Congress of the United States, entitled, “An 
Act to enable the People of Colorado to form a Constitution and 
State Government, and for the admission of the said State into the 
Union on an equal footing with the original States,” approved 
March 3d, A. D. 1875, and assembled at the seat of government of 
said Territory, in pursuance -of said Act, on the twentieth -day of 
December, A. D. 1875, after the organization of said Convention, 
and before proceeding to other business, it was, on the 22d day of 
" December, A. D. 1875, 


Resolved, That in pursuance of the Enabling Act, saad in behalf 
of the People of Colorado, we, in convention assembled, do adopt 
the Constitution of the United States. 
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Your representatives, in convention assembled, under the 'pro- 
visions of an act of Congress, approved March 3, A. D. 1875, for 
the purpose of framing a Constitution for the State of Colorado, 
have completed the work, and herewith submit the result of their 
labors for your adoption or rejection. The task was an arduous 
one, requiring a session of eighty-six days, during which time the 
Convention labored assiduously to frame a fundamental law, wise 
and wholesome in itself, and which would be adapted to the general 
wants of the people. : 

In a work of such magnitude, where the interests are so varied 
and extensive, it is to be expected that errors would creep in, and 
omissions pass unnoticed, but, upon the whole, we believe it con- 
tains not only all of the primitive rights guaranteed in our National 
Constitution, but most of those reformatory measures which the 
experience of the past century have proven to be wise and judicious. 

The end sought to be atcomplished was to secure a just and 
economical administration of the Departments of State, and, with 
this purpose in view, especial’ effort, was made to restrict the pow- 
ers of the Legislative Department, by making all laws general and 
of uniform operation; to establish uniformity in the Judicial De- 
partment—thereby furthering the ends of justice; to prevent the 
corruption of public officials; to provide for the safe keeping of all 
public funds, and to protect the people from unjust monopolies, and 
the oppression consequent upon the voting of bonds and other 
kinds of indebtedness to corporations. . 

But, believing that your interest in tze i: | ent now submit- 
ted for your consideration, will lead you ‘to give it personal 
examination, and that you may be able to form a clear and correct 
opinion regarding its merits, your careful attention is invited to 
some of the prominent features of the different articles, which we 
think must meet your approval. 


BILL OF RIGHTS. 


In this article the usual guarantees of national and civil rights 
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have been retained, and to the-end that more power should be 
reserved to the people, it is further declared that the General 
Assembly shall make no irrevocable grants of special privileges or 
immunities; that private property shall not be taken or damaged 
for public or private use without just compensation previously 
made to the owner thereof, or paid into court for his use; that no 
preference shall be given by law to religious denominations; that 
right and justice shall be administered without sale, denial or delay; 
that aliens, who are dona fide residents of the State, shall acquire, 
’ inherit, possess and enjoy property to the full extent as if native-born 
citizens. The Grand Jury system has been so modified as to make 
a grand jury consist of twelve men instead of twenty-three—any 
nine of whom concurring may find a bill, and the question whether 
it may not be abolished altogether is left to the legislature. The 
Petit Jury system has been so modified as to permit the organiza- 
tion of a jury of less than twelve men in civil cases, thereby 
materially reducing the expenses of our courts. The right of trial 
by jury in all criminal cases has been preserved, and for the pur- 
pose of protecting witnesses in criminal prosecutions, and that the 
accused may always meet the witnesses against him face to face, we 
have provided for the taking of depositions before some Judge of 
the Supreme, District or County Court, which can be used upon 
trial of the cause when the personal attendance of the witness can- 
not be obtained. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


The term of office of the Governor and other State officers, is 
fixed at two years, thereby giving the people frequent opportunities 
to correct the administration, of affairs in this department. 

It is made the duty of all the State officers to! keep an 
account of all moneys received or disbursed by them, while the 
Treasurer is required to furnish the Governor a quarterly statement 
under oath, of all moneys in his hands and the place where kept 
or deposited, which statement is to be published for the informa- 
tion of the people. The Governor is required to transmit these 
statements to the General Assembly when called for, thus enabling 
the representatives of the people to expose, or by suitable laws 
prevent extravagance and frauds; and that the people may always 
have a proper understanding. of the financial condition of the 
State; the Governor, upon the meeting of the General Assembly, 
is required to furnish to that body a full and correct statement of 
the expenses of the State, as well as an estimate of the revenue 
derived from all sources. 

The Governor is given the power to remove all officers by him ` 
appointed, for misconduct or malfeasance in office; he is also em- 
powered to grant pardons, subject, however, to such regulations 
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for the application of the same as’may be provided by law, and in 
all cases when a pardon is granted, he is required to send the 
reason for granting the same to the General Assembly. 

As an additional check upon ill-advised legislation, a majority 
of two-thirds of all the members of each House is required to. 
pass a bill over the veto of the Governor. 

The office of Lieutenant Governor is created, thereby giving the 
State the benefit of an officer elected by the people to fill any va- 
cancy that might occur in the office of Governor; he is also made 
the presiding officer in the State Senate, and has the majority vote 
in that body in case of a tie. 

All the State officers are paid by salaries for their services, and 
are required to pay into the treasury all fees by them collected in- 
their respective offices. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


The General Assembly is required to meet once in two years, 
and is limited to a session of forty days, after the first Legislature 
under the State. ` The term of office of the Senators is fixed at four 
years; that of the Representatives at two. -For the first session the 
compensation of the members of the General Assembly is fixed at 
four dollars per day, and thereafter as may be provided by law. 
No member of the General Assembly shall, during his term of 
office, receive any increase of salary, or mileage, above that allowed 
at the time of his election. 

The evils of local and special legislation being enormous, the 
passage of any law not general in its provisions is prohibited— 
thus saving the State from expenses usually incurred in passing 
and publishing laws secured by combinations to advance private 
interests, and to create dangerous monopolies. 

To afford protection from hasty legislation, it is required that 
all bills shall be printed; that only one subject shall be embraced 
in each -bill, which shall be clearly expressed in its title; that it 
shall be read on three different days in each House before being 
passed, and that no bill shall be introduced, except for the general 
expenses of the government, after Gas first ‘twenty-five days of the 
session. 

We invite your special attention to section twenty-five of the 
article on legislation, wherein are enumerated, the many cases in 
which the General Assembly is prohibited from passing any local 
or special laws. 

To provide against extravagance we have prohibited the passing 


_of any law giving extra compensation to any public officer, ser- 


vant, agent or employé, after services rendered, without previous 
authority of law; nor is any officer of the State to be in any way 
interested in any contracts or awards by which the legislative and 


L 
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other: departments of government are furnished with stationery, 
printing, paper and fuel. 

_ It is further provided that no appropriation shall be made to 
any denominational, sectarian or any other institution not under the 

absolute control of the State. 

Attention is also directed to sections twenty-seven and twenty- 

eight, providing against the corruptions heretofore complained of 
in legislative bodies, and prescribing punishments therefor. ~ 


JUDICIARY. = 


Radical changes have been made (n the judicial system, to meet 
the imperative demands of our rapidly increasing population. As 
at present constituted our courts are wholly inadequate to the 
transaction of the business brought before them. The consequence 
is, causes accumulate on the dockets, and are continued from term 
to term, both in the District Courts and in the Supreme Court, 
causing expensive and ruinous delays to parties litigant, and when 
reached for disposal sufficient time and attention cannot-be devoted 
to their consideration to render the same satisfactory to either 
courts or litigants. To correct these evils an additional judicial 
district is provided, with an additional district judge, making four | 
instead of three judicial districts. This will enable the District 
Courts to dispose of business with proper consideration and dis- 
patch for several years, and the General Assembly is permitted to 
increase the number of judicial districts and the number of judges 
after the year 1880. 

The district courts are invested with original ‘jurisdiction to hear 
and determine all controversies in behalf of the people, concerning 
the rights, duties and liabilities of railroad, telegraph and,toll road 
companies or corporations: A Supreme Court, composed ‘of dif- 
ferent Judges from those of the District Courts, is created. This 
court will have three Judges, and as constituted will obviate the 
objections long entertained and frequently expressed against ‘our 
present system, by which the same Judge who presides over the 
trial of a cause in the District Court, sits in review of his own de- 
cision in the Supreme Court. The ‘Supreme Court will now be 
better enabled to fully and impartially investigate and properly de- 
cide all causes brought before it, and to write out carefully pre- 
pared and creditable opinions in all causes heard and determined 
by it. 

Experience having shown frequent changes of the judiciary to 
be unwise and detrimental to the public interest, long terms are 
prescribed for the Judges of these courts. The Judges of the Dis- 

trict, Courts will be elected for six, and those of the Supreme Coun 
for nine years. 

Instead of Probate Courts, Çounty Courts are created for every 
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county, with probate jurisdiction, and such civil and criminal juris- 
diction -as may be prescribed by law, their civil jurisdiction being 
limited-to “controversies in which the amount involved does not 
exceed the sum of two thousand dollars. The Judges of these 
courts will be elected for three years. 

The General Assembly is empowered to create Criminal Courts 
for counties having a population exceeding fifteen thousand, and 
Police Magistrates for cities and towns. 

Justices of the Peace have jurisdiction to the amount of three 
hundred dollars. 

Provision is made for the settlement of differences by arbitra- 
tion for those who prefer that summary mode of adjustment to-the 
more tedious and expensive litigation in other courts. 

All laws relating to courts are required to be of uniform opera- 
tion throughout the State, and the organization, jurisdiction, pow- 
ers, proceedings and practice of all the courts of the same class or 
grade, ‘and the force and effect of their proceedings are required to 
be uniform. All judicial officers will be elected by the people, 
and after the first election they may be elected on a different day 
from that on which an election is held for any other purpose, thus 
taking judicial ‘elections out of the arena of party politics. 


EDUCATION. ` < 


By the provisions in this article the general supervision of the 
public schools is vested in a Board of Education. 

The maintenance of free public schools; and the gratuitous 
instruction therein for all children between the ages of six and 
twenty-one years, is forever guaranteed. 

It is declared that the public school fund shall forever remain 
inviolate and intact; that neither the State, nor any county, city, 
town or school district shall ever make any approp.iation, nor pay , 
from any public fund anything in aid of, or to help support, any 
school or institution of learning of any kind controlled by any 
church or sectarian denomination whatsoever; that no religious 
test shall ever be required as a condition for admission into any of 
the public schools, either as pupil or teacher; that no religious or- 
sectarian dogmas shall ever be taught in any of the schools under 
the patronage of the State. x 

The General Assembly is required to pass suitable laws to hus- 
band, to the fullest extent, the several grants of land donated by 
the general government to this State for school purposes. It is 
provided that the several institutions of learning and charity now 
fostered by the Territory shall be perpetuated and cared for by the 


State. 
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT. 


To guard against the undue influences to which small bodies 
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are exposed, and in order that every portion of our extensive State, 
with its numerous and diversified interests, may be fairly repre- 
sented, the Senate is made to consist of twenty-six, and the House 
of Representatives of forty-nine, members—these members not to 
be increased until 1890. l 

A State census is provided to be taken in the year 1885, and 
every ten years thereafter, which, with the federal census of 1880, 
and decennially thereafter, will enable the General Assembly to 
revise and correct the apportionment, on the basis of population, 
every five years. By these revisions the portions of the State 
which most rapidly increase in population will receive additional 
representation. 

In view of the provisions against special legislation, already 
adverted to, and other measures adopted’ to. secure economy in 
legislation, it is estimated that the additional expense of a legis- 
lature composed of this number over a smaller body will not be 
great, and that the benefits to be derived from a larger representa- 
tion will moré than compensate the increased expenditure. By 
this apportionment, every county will have a member in the House 
of Representatives, without regard to population. 

Such a provision in a State where many of its counties are 
larger than whole States further east, is a necessity, and must com- 
mend itself to general approval. 


CORPORATIONS. 


. Probably no subject has come before the Convention causing 
more anxiety and concern than the troublesome and vexed ques- 
tion pertaining ‘to corporations. The legislatures of other States 
have, in most cases, been found unequal to the task of preventing 
abuses and protecting the people from the grasping and monopo- 
lizing tendencies of railroads and other corporations. Experience 
has shown that positive restrictions on the powers of the legisla- 
ture in relation to these matters are necessary. 

To this end we have provided for the wiping out of all dormant 
and sham corporations claiming special and exclusive privileges. 
We have denied the General Assembly the power to create corpo- 
rations, or to extend or enlarge their chartered rights by special 
legislation, or to make such rights and privileges irrevocable; but 
in case it shall be found that the exercise of such rights and priv- 
ileges proves injurious to the people, then the General Assembly 
shall have power to alter, revoke or annul such charters, when that 
can be done without injustice to the corporators. We have 
declared that railroad corporations shall be liable as common car- 
riers, and that to avail themselves of the benefits of future legisla- 
tion, they must subject themselves to all the provisions and require- . 
ments of this Constitution. We have forbidden the consolidation 
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of parallel and competing lines, and of all unjust and unreasonable 
discriminations between individual in their business with such 


_ corporations. We have carefully guarded the right of eminent 


domain, requiring a just compensation to be paid in cash when 
private property is taken,and have required all foreign corporations, 
as a condition of their doing business here, to have one or more 
known places of business, and an agent or representative within 
the State, upon whom the process of our courts can be served at 
any and all times. We have also retained the jurisdiction of our 
courts in case of consolidation of a corporation within the State 
with any foreign corporation, over that part of the corporate prop- 
erty within the limits of this State. We are aware that these pro- 
visions do not cover the whole ground, but it must be remembered 
that while some of our sister States have not gone far enough in 
placing restrictions on the legislative power, others have gone too 
far, and. have had to recede. We have endeavored to take a mid- 
dle ground, believing it to be more safe, and in the end that it will 
give more general satisfaction- 


REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


In framing this article, much labor was bestowed with the view 
of securing sufficient revenue to defray the expenses of the State 
government, without imposing onerous taxation upon any class of 
property or industry of the State. A uniform system of taxation 
upon the same class of subjects has been established. Mines and 
mining claims have been exempted for a period of ten years, except 
the net proceeds and surface improvements thereof, and ditches, 
canals and flumes owned and used by individuals and corporations 
for the purpose of irrigating their own lands are not to be separately 
taxed. The property of the State, counties, cities, towns and other 
municipalities, and public libraries, are exempted from taxation, 
and, unless otherwise provided by law, lots and buildings thereon 
situate, used exclusively for religious worship, for schools and 
strictly charitable purposes, and places of burial of the dead, are 
exempted. 

For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the State a tax is 
provided for, not in any case to exceed six mills on the dollar, with 
restrictions that when the valuation of property, within the State 
shall amount to one hundred million dollars, the rate shall not 
exceed four mills, and when the valuation shall amount to three 
hundred million dollars, the rate shall never thereafter exceed two 
mills on each dollar of valuation. Corporations and corporate 
property, real and personal, are required to share the burdens 
of taxation, and the power to tax the same is never to be relin- 
quished or ‘suspended. The State Treasurer is required to keep a 
separate account of each fund in his hands, to render quarterly 
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statements specifying the amount of each fund on hand, and where ` 
the same is deposited. Stringent provisions have been adopted to 
prevent the speculations in public moneys so generally engaged in 
by the custodians of these funds, which so often result in defalca- 
tions and loss to the people. A State Board of Equalization is 
created, consisting of the Governor, State Auditor, Treasurer and 
Secretary of State, whose duties are to equalize and adjust the 
valuation of real and personal property among the several counties, 
_ and the Board of County Commissioners in the respective counties 
are constituted County Boards of Equalization, whose duties are 
to equalize and adjust such valuations within their respective coun- 
ties. c ; 


PUBLIC INDEBTEDNESS. 


By the provisions of this article we have prohibited the Legis- 
lature from lending the credit of the State in aid of any corpora- 
tion, either by loan or becoming a subscriber to any stock, or a joint 
owner with any-party, except in case of forfeitures and escheats; 
also, from assuming any debt or liability of any party, and have 
also required appropriations to be kept within the limits of our 
resources, and that no appropriations be made unless assessments 
are also made sufficient to meet them, and at the same session of 
the Legislature. 

The same principles are applied to counties, cities, towns and 
school districts, as far as applicable, with the additional safeguard 
that to increase the indebtedness in excess of the rates fixed in this 
Constitution a vote of the people must be had thereon. In limit- 
ing the amount of indebtedness which may be contracted by 
counties, we have endeavored to make a classification that would 
not cripple counties having small resources, and at the same time 
iaiia those of larger resources to prevent extravagance. 


SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 


By this article we have given the right of suffrage to every 
male person over the age of twenty-one years, imposing such 
restrictions only as are required by the Constitution of the United 
States, and upon questions pertaining to schools in the several dis- 
tricts of the State no person is denied the right to vote on account 
of sex. The question of female suffrage having been strongly 
urged upon the-Convention by petitions numerously signed and 
otherwise, and the Convention thinking it unwise to hazard the 
adoption ‘of the Constitution upon the decision of this question, 
but recognizing the right of the people to express their will there- 
on, have required the General Assembly, at their first session, to 
submit the question to a direct vote of the people at the next gen- 
eral election thereafter. It is provided that an educational qualifi- 


a 


Q 


ws 


T U 
œ e ee BAR l whe 
3 rx œ 


= tor 
e gone 


E aa 
RTs 


- 
Moar 


i 
{ 
| 
| 


T p -eater Ñ 


baag gre bet” 


62 ADDRESS TO THE 


cation for electors may be prescribed after the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety. For the purpose of pre- 
venting frauds-and of protecting the purity of the ballot-box, the 


- system of numbering ballots has been adopted. The working of 


this plan has been abundantly tested, and the benefits resulting 


_ therefrom are so numerous that to have omitted it would have been 


to have rejected that which the experience of the older States 
teaches to be wise and judicious; by this plan the secrecy of the 
ballot is not invaded, while frauds can be easily detected and the 
guilty party reached, without disfranchising a whole community, as 
frequently results under our present system. 


S $ 
COUNTIES. 


By this article we have provided that-the General Assembly 
shall not by special law remove the county seat of any county, but 


- that the location of county seats shall always remain a question to 


be voted on by the qualified electors in the several counties. We 
have provided that no portion of any county shall be stricken off, 
or any new county formed, without submitting the question to the 
electors of such county ; and that when any portion of a county is 
added to another,,or a new county created, the inhabitants thereof 
shall pay their proportion of the indebtedness of the county from 
which they were taken. . 
We have provided for the usual county and precinct officers, 
leaving the compensation to be received by them for their services 
to be fixed by law, as provided in section fifteen of this article. 
That no inconvenience may arise by reason of the change from a 
Territorial form of government to that of a State, it is provided 
that all county and precinct officers shall hold their respective 
offices for the full term for which they may have been elected. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We have provided that all laws upon our statute books at the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall remain in full force and effect 
until altered or repealed by the legislature of the State. 

We have declared that all persons who are qualified electors at 
the adoption of the Constitution, shall be eligible to the several 
State offices, to the General Assembly, and to the various county 
offices. 

We have prohibited under very stringent provisions the impor- 
tation, manufacturing and sale of all spurious or adulterated liq- 
uors. We have provided for the passing of laws, to prevent the 
destruction of, and to keep in good preservation the forests upon 
the public domain. We have provided for the printing of this 
Constitution in Spanish as-wéll as laws passed by the General 
Assembly until the year 1890, thus giving the Spanish-speaking 
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population of the State an equal opportunity of being fully in- 
formed of the provisions of the fundamental law, as well as all 
laws passed in compliance therewith. 

We have provided ‘liberally for the amending of the Constitu- 
tion, thus giving to the people frequent opportunities of changing 
the organic law when experience and public policy may require it. 


In this hasty review of the several articles contained in this 
Constitution, we have endeavored to call your attention to those 
provisions in which -we presumed you would be most interested. 
We do not think it necessary to enter into an elaborate argument 
to show why they should meet your approval; believing that you 
` fully appreciate the inestimable prize secured by entering the sis- ` 
terhood of States, whereby you gain those privileges that flow only 
from that form of government, which is the offspring of your 
choice, completely free in its principles, uniting in its powers secu- 
rity, happiness and prosperity of the whole people. But it is easy 
to foresee that from different causes, and from different sources, an 
effort will be made, and many artifices employed, to weaken in 
your minds the conviction of this truth, and we may reasonably 
assume that the chief objection made to a State government will 
not be founded upon the character of the instrument we have 
framed, but upon the -alleged and supposed increase of expenses 
and consequent taxation. This is the old cry, and however potent 
it may have been heretofore, it certainly has lost its force in the 
facts of the present. We meet this objection directly, by conceding 
that a State government will, of course, involve an increased ex- 
pense over that of our present form, but we assert that this expense 
will be more than balanced by the pecuniary gain alone which we 
will receive by becoming a State. We will suppose that if we are 
not admitted now, we will not have another opportunity of admis- 
sion for at least five years. The increase in our expenses under a 
State government will be about $50,000 per annum, which, .in five 
years, will amount to $250,000. This would be saved to us, OF, 
more properly, be delayed in payment by remaining out of the 
Union five years longer. 

Now, let us see what we_would lose in that time: The act of 
Congress granting sections sixteen and thirty-six for school -pur- 
poses, allows the State to select an amount of public land equal to 
that which has been .sold out of said sections to settlers prior to 
survey. Under this arrangement we will be entitled to select about 
fifty sections of land. 

The! Enabling Act grants fifty other sections for public build- 
ings, fifty sections for the penitentiary, and seventy-two sections for 
general purposes—making a total of two hundred and twenty-two 
sections, or one hundred and forty-two thousand and eighty acres 
of land, which, at $2.50 per acre, amounts, in value, to $385,200. 
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It will also be remembered that, upon becoming a State, Colo- 
rado will be entitled to five hundred thousand acres of the public 
land within her borders, by virtue of a grant heretofore made by 
Congress. This amount, if selected now, would be worth to us sat 
least #500,000. 

The enabling act also grants the State five per cent. of the pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the public agricultural lands after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution. The amount to be derived from this 
source for the next five years would exceed one hundred thousand 
dollars, which, added to the value of the land above mentioned, 
would make a total of about $1,000,000, which is four times the esti- 
mated amount of the increased expenses of the State for this period, 
so that we would really gain over three-quarters of a million dollars 
in five years by becoming a State. More than this, the revenues 
from sections 16 and 36 will save the whole State, in our school 
taxes, from ten to twenty-five thousand dollars yearly, making a 
saving in five years of from fifty to one hundred thousand dollars 
in addition to that already estimated. Should we not be admitted, 
and remain in a territorial, condition five years longer, most, if not 
all, the public agricultural and non-mineral lands in Colorado, 
which are worth anything, will have been sold by that time, so that 
there being nore left for selection, we would lose all this, even if a 
like grant should be renewed at the end of that time. No one will 
doubt this statement who reflects upon the small amount of public 
agricultural lands now left within our Territorial limits,and considers 
the probable immigration for the next five years. The five per 
cent, alluded to would, from the same cause, like the lands granted 
in the enabling att, be forever lost to Colorado, and we would, 
therefore, at the end of that time be obliged to commence our 
Statehood with increased expenses, and ata dead loss of over 'a 
million of dollars at the lowest possible estimate. In addition to 
these several benefits to be derived by our admission into the 
Union at this time, we would also call your attention to the fact 
that, by cutting off special legislation, we have lessened the 
expenses of that department almost one-half; by reducing the 
number of the petit and grand jurors the expenses of the judiciary 
department are greatly reduced, while the provisions guarding 
against hasty legislation at the close of the sessions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, will prevent great squandering of public money, 
and in many cases save more to the State than sufficient to pay the 
per diem and mileage of the members of that body. 


This much for the pecuniary balance of gains and losses. Let 
us now look at the political and substantial advantages of State- 
hood as contrasted with our present condition of Territorial vas- 
salage. By becoming a State, we elect our officers from our own 
people and are permitted to join in the election of the Chief Mag- 
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istrate of the Nation, thus enjoying for the first time, while in 
Colorado, the sweets of self- -government. 

Our privileges will then be enlarged, we will no longer be sup- 
pliants for the rights and immunities belonging to freernen—we 
will have gained them. Then we will be able to assume our proper 
station among the States of the Union. With two Senators and a 
Representative in the National Congress, we will be enabled to 

. command respect, and to secure additional appropriations for the 
fostering of our industries, as well as of extending our political 
privileges; then we will have a voice in the matter of Indian 
treaties, in the establishing of military posts and roads, in the loca- 
tion of mail routes, in the passing of laws concerning the title to 
mineral veins, and providing for the disposal of the mineral and 
pastoral lands of the State as suited to peculiar wants; also upon 
many other questions which at present interest us, but upon which 
we cannot now be heard. Who is there among you that would not E 
rather be a citizen of an independent sovereign State, than a mere — 
settler upon the public lands of the Territory, governed by satraps 
appointed and removed at pleasure, as best serves the whims and 
purposes of political rings and cliques—beggars, asking pittance at 
the gate of the nation; poor wards dependent upon the charity of 
Congress, living in a ‘sort of penal colony, the Botany Bay of 
political servitude? Now that the golden opportunity is afforded, 
shall this state of things longer exist? We confidently believe it 
will not. Let us cherish, then, this occasion with more than ordi- 
nary zeal, actuated by the memories of the past, and inspired by 
the rewards for us in the future; let us arouse ourselves to the 
responsibilities of the hour, and, as citizens of a free republic, 
become, in fact, as well as in name, citizens of the American Union 


of Sovereign States. 
Wm. M. CLARK, Chairman, * 
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